f^eiiH  Carolina  Stat« 
Raleigh 


W.  c 


< 


COMMUNITY  FACILITIES  PLAN  AND 
PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS  PROGRAM 

MEBANE.      NORTH      CAROLINA 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arciiive 

in  2010  witii  funding  from 
State  Library  of  Nortii  Carolina 


http://www.archive.org/details/communityfacilitOOmeba 


COMMUNITY  FACILITIES  PLAN  AND 
PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS  PROGRAM 

MEBANE.      NORTH       CAROLINA 


The  preparation  of  th^s  report  was  f.nanciolly  oided  through  a 
Federal    grant    from    the 

Deportment  of  Housing  ond  Urban  Development  under  the  Urban 
Planning  Assistance  Program  authorized  by  Section  701  of  the 
Housing  Act  of  1954,   as  amended. 


PREPARED  FOR: 

TOWN  OF  MEBANE 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

Marvin  G.  Walker,  Mayor 
Lo  C,  Gardner,  Town  Clerk 


A.  A.  Bradley 
Sam  T.  Pender 


BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 


R.  J.  Phelps 


Jack  C.  Self 

F.  M.  Souther  land 


PREPARED  BY: 


Car o  lyn  Bean 
Curtis  Clark,  Jr, 
W.  A.  Corbett 
W ,  A .  Hawk  ins 
Curtis  Bines 


MEBANE  PLANNING  BOARD 

Jane  Hook 

Ta  Image  Jobe 

John  Land  i 

Go  W,  Long 

Sam  McGuirt,  Jr  , 

D.  K.  Muse 


Calvin  Oak  ley 
Dempsey  Pettway,  Jr, 
Glendel  Stephenson 
Ro  Ao  Wilkinson,  Jr. 
M.  0.  Wilson 


TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  PROVIDED  BY: 

State  of  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Conservation  and  Development 
Division  of  Community  Planning 

George  J.  Monaghan,  Administrator 

Central  Area  Office 
Victor  H,  Denton,  Director 

PROJECT  STAFF 


James  A,,  Dunn,  J r  ,  ,  Project  Planner* 
Robert  Y.  Posey,  Draftsman 
Elizabeth  Broome,  Secretary 


*  Responsible  for  this  report, 


May,  1967 


Price  SloOO 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


COMMUNITY  FACILITIES  PLAN 


Introduction 


Page 


PUBLIC  SAFETY 

Police  Protection 
Fire  Protection 


6 
10 


PUBLIC  WORKS 

Water  System  ..„.., 
Sanitary  Sewerage  System 
Storm  Sewerage  System 
Refuse  Collection   ... 
Refuse  Disposal   ,  •  .  » 


14 
20 
25 
28 
30 


EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES 
School  Sys  t em   »  . 
Library  Services  > 


33 
39 


OTHER  FACILITIES 

Medical  and  Health 
Ceme  teries  .  <,  »  o 
Recr  e  at  ion  .  o  »  <. 


e   •    o 


42 
43 
44 


PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS  PROGRAM 

Introduction  ,.3«.o.« 
Tentative  Project  Schedule  „ 


48 
51 


TABLES 


1.  Mebane  Population  Increase  By  Rate  and  Number  »  , 

2.  Mebane  Population  Increase  By  Rate  and  Number  If 
Annexation  of  the  Four  Proposed  Areas  Does  Occur 

3.  Proposed  Annexation  Areas  Breakdown  .  ,  ,  .  .  o  . 

4.  School  Data  ••••.•••oo^aoasi^.o* 


Page 
4 

,   5 

5 

,  38 


MAPS 


Fo  1  lowi  ng  Page 

2 
11 


1.  Existing  Community  Facilities  .  o  ..<,..  » 

2.  High  Value  Property  o.oo». ....... 

3.  Water  System  (with  overlay  of  proposed  water 

lines)     .<.«..a..o>«oe..o.<>.  13 

4.  Sanitary  Sewerage  System  (with  overlay  of 

proposed  sewerage  service)   ,.o<,o,o.»        21 

5.  Approximate  Drainage  Basins  »  ..<.<,...  ,        25 

6.  Schools  Serving  the  Mebane  Area  .«..<,  o  .  .        34 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Sincere  thanks  is  extended  to  all  those  whose  knowledge 
provided  the  information  and  data  that  made  this  report  possible. 
To  these  persons,  the  Mebane  Planning  Board  and  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Conservation  and  Development's  Division 
of  Community  Planning  owe  their  debt  of  gratitude^ 


INTRODUCTION 


INTRODUCTION 


The  need  for  adequate  community  facilities  is  as  old  as  the 
creation  of  towns  themselves.   When  ancient  men  began  to  band 
together  to  form  villages,  they  realized  that  community  living 
could  be  more  convenient  than  individual  isolation. 

Prior  to  town  development,  men  were  on  their  own,  having  to 
provide  all  the  needs  for  their  families.   They  alone  were  res- 
ponsible for  obtaining  their  food  and  water;  treating  their  sick 
and  injured;  protecting  and  safeguarding  their  families;  disposing 
of  their  refuse;  providing  fires  for  warmth;  and  being  responsible 
for  all  the  facilities  which  we,  in  the  modern  world  today,  take 
for  granted.   As  their  families  grew,  these  tasks  proved  to  be 
inadequate  when  done  singularly. 

Men  were  forced  into  establishing  towns  because  of  their 
dependency  upon  each  other.   They  could  then  collectively  supply 
the  needs  for  all.   Governments  were  instituted  to  regulate  this 
function. 

After  the  creation  of  towns,  their  officials  realized  that 
to  improve  their  living  standards  and  to  make  their  community  a 
better  place  to  live,  there  were  certain  facilities  that  the  town 
as  a  whole  would  have  to  provide.   Community  facilities,  there- 
fore, are  those  services  which  arise  out  of  group  living.   It 
has  been  found  that  they  can  best  be  provided  collectively  rather 
than  individually. 

Some  of  these  facilities  are  fire  and  police  protection, 
water  and  sewerage  systems,  educational  and  medical  facilities. 
This  report  will  be  devoted  to  an  analysis  of  these  and  other 
community  facilities  in  Mebane.   (See  Map  #1.) 


Pur pos  e 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to:   (1)  inventory  the  Town  of 
Mebane's  existing  community  facilities;  (2)  evaluate  them  using 


standards  to  determine  their  present  and  future  adequacy;  (3) 
recommend  steps  to  be  taken  to  correct  any  deficiencies  that  occur; 
(4)  prepare  for  the  future  needs  of  the  town's  projected  growth; 
and  (5)  supply  the  bulk  of  the  data  upon  which  the  subsequent 
Public  Improvements  Program,  which  will  cover  a  twenty-year 
planning  period,  will  be  based.   The  Community  Facilities  Plan 
will  serve  as  a  basic  source  of  information  and  a  guideline  for 
the  community  to  use  to  mold  itself  into  a  more  desirable  place  to 
live. 

By  analysis  of  its  existing  community  facilities,  Mebane  can 
see  where  it  is  perhaps  lacking  in  the  provision  of  its  people's 
needs.   By  using  experience  gained  from  past  mistakes  and  applying 
foresight,  Mebane  can  begin  preparation  to  make  itself  a  more 
desirable  community.   The  basic  end  result  of  this  is  progress. 

A  progressive  town  which  provides  a  high  level  of  service  will 
be  more  attractive  to  new  industry.   Many  industries,  before 
selecting  a  new  community,  determine  how  desirable  a  place  the 
town  is  for  its  employees  to  reside.   Management  of  prospective 
plants  are  also  interested  in  the  adequacy  of  community  facilities 
to  serve  residential,  commercial,  and  industrial  development. 

Perhaps  the  best  way  to  summarize  the  purpose  of  this  plan 
is  to  say  that  it  should  stimulate  interest  in  the  provision  of 
better  or  extended  services  through  the  construction  of  new  and 
expanded  physical  facilities.   This  is  done  by  the  correlation  of 
service  functions  performed  both  by  the  local  government  and  other 
agencies  within  the  planning  area. 


Scope 

This  report  is  a  study  and  analysis  of  the  Town  of  Mebane's 
community  facilities.   From  the  information  presented  and 
recommendations  that  are  made  in  this  report,  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  seed  of  community  improvement  will  be  planted  in  .the 
minds  of  those  who  desire  to  make  Mebane  a  better  town  in  which 
to  live. 


MAP  #1 


WATER  TREATMENT  PLANT 


AND  ELEVATED  WATER 

6 

TOWER 

7 

2. 

SEWAGE  PUMPING 

8 

STATION 

9 

3. 

TOWN  RESERVOIR 

10 

4. 

TOWN  HALL 

A  -  POLICE  STATION 

U 

B  -  FIRE  STATION 

12 

C  -  ADMINISTRATIVE 

13 

OFFICES 

SOUTH  MEBANE  SCHOOL 

MEBANE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL 

E.  M.  YODER  SCHOOL 

EASTERN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

WEST  END  SCHOOL 

TOWN  DUMP 

SEWAGE  TREATMENT 

PLANT 

OAKWOOD  CEMETERY 

MEBANE  PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 


EXISTING 
COMMUNITY  FACILITIES 

MEBANE 

NORTH  CAROLINA 


Study  Area 

The  Mebane  Planning  Area  includes  the  Town  of  Mebane  and  a 
one  mile  ''fringe  area"  surrounding  the  community.   (See  Map  #1  =  ) 
The  purpose  of  the  planning  in  this  fringe  area  is  to  guide  growth 
and  eliminate  development  problems  that  are  occurring  in  areas 
that  may  become  part  of  Mebane  in  the  future. 

The  part  of  this  area  that  is  within  Alamance  County  may  be 
controlled  by  Mebane  through  extraterritorial  zoning;  however,  the 
fringe  area  which  extends  into  Orange  County  is  exempt  from  such 
jurisdiction  by  existing  state  legislation. 


Me  th  odo  logy 

The  methodology  used  in  preparing  this  report  was  to  inventory 
the  existing  facilities  and  services  available  in  Mebane  and 
compare  them  with  a  set  of  accepted  planning  standards.   Next, 
the  probable  future  demand  for  these  facilities  was  examined  and 
then  recommendations  were  made  for  adequately  meeting  this 
anticipated  demand. 


Population  Growth  Trends 

In  determining  the  growth  considerations  upon  which  this 
plan  was  based,  an  analysis  was  made  of  past  population  trends. 
These  trends  were  studied  in  conjunction  with  the  population 

projection  set  forth  in  the  Population  and  Economy  Study  for 

2 
Mebane.    Using  this  projection  as  a  guide,  it  is  estimated  that 

by  the  end  of  the  twenty-year  planning  period,  the  area  presently 
within  the  existing  corporate  limits  of  Mebane  will  have  a  popula- 
tion increase  of  over  six  hundred  persons.   (See  Table  #1.) 
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North  Carolina  General  Statute  160-181.2 

Population  and  Economy,  Mebane,  North  Carolina,  Division  of 
Community  Planning,  N.  C.  Department  of  Conservation  and 
Development,  December,   1  "^  6  6  , 
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There  are  four  a r  s 3  s  in  the  f  c  !  r. g f  s r  e  9  £ ii «■■.  t  s r e  p r  e a e n  r.  I y 
b s  1  ;i g  considered  by  the  Town  B o a  v c  £ o r  a n 7; e z  a  r  i  o  :; .  These  areas 
have  a  total  estimated  popu  la  r.  ioi;  of  i.Si^7  per&onni''   ( ■?  ^  a  Tablo 

The  Town  Board  may  dec  ids-  upon  annex  a  tier:  on  ar  nrea-by~aiea 
basis.   If  all  four  areos  are.  annexed  by  the  end  of.     chc  i.  ■.•.-{■■.  n  I  y- 
ysar  planning  period,  the  Mebane  area  could  increase  its  popula- 
tion CO  8(000  persons  by  1955..   With  an  anticipation  or  such 
magnitude,  the  town  will  have  to  prepare  itstlf  through  ad  j  us  tee;' i 
ol  its  community  facilities  to  ad?qustniy  accciomoda  t  s  these 
inhabitants  and  their  daraerids. 


TAEI.E  i 
MEBANE  POPI;l  ATI  ON  IMC  RE  ASK  BY  RATE  AMI)  NUMBER 


Year 

Popuiat  ion 

1910 

693 

1920 

1351 

1930 

1568 

1940 

2060 

1950 

2068 

1960 

2364 

1970 

2620* 

1980 

2  8  5  0^- 

1985 

3000* 

Number  Increase 


658 
217 
492 
8 
296 
256 
2  40 
140 


:"er  cent  age  increa; 

48.7 
13.8 
23.9 

0.0  4 
12.5 
10.8 

9.  1 

4.9 


*  If  proposed  annexation  does  not  occur 


Annexation  Plan,  Mebane,  Worth  Carolina,  Division  of  Community 
Planning,  N.  G.  Department  of  Conservation  and  Development, 
February,  1966. 


TABLE  2 


MEBANE  PLANNING  AREA  POPULATION  INCREASE  BY  RATE  AND  NUMBER 
IF  ANNEXATION  OF  THE  FOUR  PROPOSED  AREAS  DOES  OCCUR 


Year 


P  1  ann  i  ng  Area 
Popu  la t  ion 


1967 

4800 

1970 

5300 

1980 

6000 

1985 

8000 

Number  Increase 

500 

700 

2000 


Percentage  Increase 

9.4 
11.7 
22.2 


TABLE  3 
PROPOSED  ANNEXATION  AREAS  BREAKDOWN  -  1966 


Dwe 

1  ling 

Study  Area 

Population 

Units 

In  Area 

#1  (North) 

461 

132 

#2  (East) 

220 

63 

#3  (South) 

412 

118 

#4  (West) 

754 

185 

TOTALS 

1847 

498 

Wou  Id  Increase 
Geographical  Size 
Of  Mebane  By: 

One-Quar  t e  r 
One-Quar  t e  r 
One-Half 
One-Half 

One  and  One-Half 
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mcHM.  GoilnmftlQps  IGRBUI 
ITaaandU&CaqgreM, 
His  home  flood  neaiint 
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PUBLIC  SAFETY 


POLICE  PROTECTION 


Pe  r s  onne 1 

The  Mebane  Police  Department,  located  in  the  rear  of  the  Town 
Hall,  has  a  full  time  staff  of  four  men.  This  staff  is  comprised 
of  a  chief,  an  assistant  chief,  and  two  officerso  The  area  which 
is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  department  is  the  same  as  the 
Mebane  Planning  Area;  that  is,  the  incorporated  area  and  one  raile 
beyond.  Regular  patrol  is  not  provided  in  this  fringe  area;  how- 
ever, the  department  will  acknowledge  calls  when  they  occur. 

In  connection  with  this  department,  there  is  an  auxilliary 
police  force  of  six.   This  reserve  force  is  required  to  work  eight 
hours  per  month  which  is  usually  fulfilled  in  the  participation 
in  special  emergencies  such  as  fires,  parades,  or  substituting 
for  regular  officers  during  illness. 

The  type  of  training  for  the  recruits  as  well  as  the  regular 
police  force  has  largely  been  "on  the  job  training"  under  the 
supervision  and  guidance  of  the  chief.   All  officers  are  encouraged 
to  attend  special  schools  connected  with  law  enforcement, 
especially  those  courses  offered  by  the  Institute  of  Government 
at  Chape  1  Hill. 

The  different  organizational  duties  of  the  department  are 
split  up  between  officers.   Each  officer  works  around  sixty  hours 
per  week  with  one  full  day  off. 


Building  Facilities 

The  department  occupies  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of 
the  Town  Hall.   Of  this,  one  is  used  for  administrative  activities, 
the  other  for  detention  purposes.   The  jail  can  accommodate  eight 
persons  with  its  two  cells.   The  prisoners  are  transferred  to  the 
Alamance  County  Jail  in  Graham  if  the  sentence  is  for  any  length 
of  time.   This,  however,  is  primarily  for  brief  confinement  of 
male  offenders.   Female  prisoners  are  taken  directly  to  the  County 
Jail  upon  booking. 
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The  present  structure  was  built  around  1907  and  was  formerly 
used  as  a  bank.   After  purchase  by  the  town,  it  was  divided  into 
governmental  offices.   Renovation  took  place  in  1960. 

Mebane's  Police  Department  is  operated  on  a  1966-1967 
budget  of  $25,870.00  which  is  9.9  percent  of  the  total  town 
budge  t  . 


Equ  i  pmen t 

The  equipment  for  this  force  consists  of  the  chief's  1964 
Ford,  equipped  with  a  "police"  radio  for  communicating  with  the 
Police  Station.   The  Mebane  radio  system  is  on  a  hook-up  with  the 
Alamance  County  Sheriff's  Department.   Mebane's  police  force  also 
has  several  items  and  pieces  of  equipment  used  in  the  enforcement 
of  laws.   Each  individual  officer  has  his  own  sidearm. 

The  Mebane  Police  Department,  Alamance  and  Orange  County 
Sheriffs'  Departments,  and  the  North  Carolina  Highwiy  Patrol 
cooperate  in  the  necessary  enforcement  tasks. 


Recommendations 

(1)  It  is  recommended  that  consideration  be  given  to 
employing  another  policeman  in  Mebane  to  meet  the 
standard  set  forth  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  of  one  officer  per  five  hundred 
residents.   At  present  there  is  one  regular  officer 
per  59  1  persons.   With  the  anticipated  population 
increase  in  the  next  several  years,  unless  another 
policeman  is  employed  in  the  near  future,  there  will 
be  even  a  greater  number  of  people  per  policeman  in 
Mebane.   By  employing  another  officer,  a  more 
sufficient  force  would  be  on  duty  to  insure  making 
two  calls  simultaneously  if  that  event  occurred. 

(2)  It  is  recommended  that  consideration  be  given  to  the 
purchasing  of  another  police  car.    With  only  one 
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vehicle,  the  department  cannot  promptly  respond  to  more 
than  one  emergency  call  at  a  time. 

(3)  It  is  also  recommended  that  consideration  be  given  to 
replacing  the  existing  1964  police  vehicles   It  is 
generally  considered  desirable  to  replace  police  vehicles 
every  one  to  two  years. 

(4)  Extra  room  for  this  department  should  also  be  considered. 
At  present,  all  activities  are  taking  place  in  a  room 
approximately  twenty  by  thirty  feet.   As  a  result, 
cramped  quarters  and  an  extreme  space  shortage  occur. 

A  room  for  interrogation  and  filing  records  is  sorely 
needed  . 

(5)  There  is  a  very  pronounced  need  for  off-street  parking. 
At  the  entrance  to  the  station  from  Fourth  Street,  there 
is  only  enough  room  for  the  chief's  car  and  perhaps  one 
more  . 

(6)  It  is  recommended  that  the  Police  Training  Program  be 
stepped  up.   The  courses  at  the  Institute  of  Government 
would  be  of  greater  benefit  if  it  were  mandatory  that 
the  recruits  attend  instead  of  the  present  voluntary 
system. 

(7)  A  portable  communications  system  (walkie-talkie)  would 
be  of  benefit  for  town  patrol  by  foot  and  for  directing 
traffic.   With  this  equipment,  an  officer  could  be  in 
instant  contact  with  the  station. 

(8)  For  the  town  to  provide  adequate  police  protection  as 
the  population  increases,  additional  police  officers 
must  be  employed  as  Mebane  reaches  certain  growth  levels. 
It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  town  hire 
additional  police  officers  and  equipment  to  meet  the 
following  schedule  if  proposed  annexation  occurs: 
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Year  Officers  and  Equipment 

1970  —  10  police  officers  and  3  cruisers 

1980  —  12  police  officers  and  4  cruisers 

1985  —  16  police  officers  and  5  cruisers 

(9)  It  is  recommended  that  the  town  purchase  a  three-wheel 
police  motor  scooter.   This  vehicle  would  prove  in- 
valuable to  the  force  in  its  duties  of  town  patrol  and 
parking  meter  patrol. 

(10)  During  the  twenty-year  planning  period,  as  Mebane's 
population  and  police  force  enlarges,  the  existing  police 
station  will  be  outgrown.   It  is,  therefore,  recommended 
that  a  new  police  station  be  constructed  around  1980. 

(11)  The  town  should  purchase  land  for  a  police  target  range. 
This  facility  is  usually  considered  necessary  to  main- 
taining a  modern  police  force. 


FIRE  PROTECTION 


Personnel  and  Training 

Since  Its  conception  in  1923,  the  Mebane  Volunteer  Fire 
Department  has  grown  to  an  authorized  strength  of  thirty  men. 
The  majority  of  these  firemen  work  in  the  general  vicinity  of 
the  fire  station  and,  upon  hearing  the  alarm,  can  arrive  at  the 
trucks  within  five  minutes. 

The  training  of  these  volunteers  is  supplied  by  special 
classes  conducted  in  this  region,  especially  those  offered  at 
the  Alamance  Technical  Institute.   Lectures  are  also  provided  by 
the  Guilford  Fire  Department.   Training  in  actual  combatting  fires 
takes  place  when  old  buildings  are  donated  to  the  department  for 
incineration. 

The  department  inspects  industries  and  commercial  businesses 
on  a  yearly  basis  looking  for  fire  hazards.   Residences  are  in- 
spected only  upon  invitation  of  the  homeowner.   The  records  of 
these  inspections  are  kept  by  the  Town  Building  Inspector. 

The  department  also  participates  in  education  and  publicity 
campaigns.   This  is  done  especially  in  the  schools  in  connection 
with  National  Fire  Prevention  Week.   This  function  is  promoted  by 
the  use  of  leaflets  and  posters. 

Fire  protection  service  is  provided  to  the  entire  town  and 
to  a  fringe  area  within  a  "reasonable"  distance  from  the  cor- 
porate limits.   No  charge  for  the  services  of  the  department  is 
required  but  donations  are  encouraged. 


E  qu  ipme  n t 

The  major  fire  fighting  equipment  of  the  Mebane  Fire 
Department  consists  of  the  following: 

1.  1936  Ford  American-France  Pumper  vehicle  (500  G PM ) 

2.  1950  Ford-Oren  Pumper  vehicle  (500  GPM) 

3.  1965  Barton  American  frojii  mount  pumper  vehicle 

(500  GPM) 
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4o   500  gallon  tanker  for  carrying  extra  water 

5.   Surplus  pump  with  a  Crysler  Marine  Motor  mounted  on  a 
trailer  (500  GPM) 

In  addition  to  this  equipment,  the  department  has  other 
necessary  fire  fighting  equipment  such  as  four  Scot  air  packs,  an 
innolater,  a  r es us c i t a t or  ,  and  an  adequate  supply  of  hose  and 
ladders  . 


Communica  t  ions 

Three  of  the  fire  trucks  are  radio  equipped  as  is  the  fire 
station.   The  fire  station  radio  system  is  on  a  hook-up  with  the 
Civil  Defense  Radio  System  in  nearby  Burlington. 

The  method  of  reporting  a  fire  is  through  the  regular  tele- 
phone system.   Night  calls  are  taken  by  a  family  which  occupies 
an  apartment  over  the  fire  station.   After  a  call  is  received, 
a  general  alarm  is  sounded  through  a  siren  atop  the  building. 


Fire  Station 

The  fire  station,  adjoining  the  west  side  of  the  Town  Hall, 
was  built  in  1950-   It  presently  consists  of  two  bays;  however, 
$7,000.00  has  been  added  to  the  department's  1966-1967  budget 
($11,612.00)  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  two  more  bays.   This 
will  give  each  vehicular  piece  of  equipment  adequate  space  for 
housing. 

The  Fire  Underwriters  Insurance  Bureau  last  inspected  Mebane 
in  1965  and  classified  the  town  as  having  an  insurance  rating  of 
8.   This  is  the  usual  rating  for  small  towns  of  Mebane's  size  with 
limited  water  supplies  and  volunteer  fire  departments.   However, 
Mebane's  rating  could  be  raised  to  a  class  7.   The  major  factor 
in  improving  the  rating  is  the  organization  of  a  part  full-time 
fire  department  with  at  least  one  paid  fireman  on  duty  at  all 
times.   This  usually  requires  two  or  more  men  on  alternating 
shifts  . 
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FIRE  STATION 
HIGH  VALUE  AREA 


HIGH  VALUE  PROPERTY 

MEBANE 

NORTH  CAROLINA 


The  location  of  the  station  is  practically  in  the  exact 
center  of  town.   Mebane  is  split  into  two  parts  by  the  Southern 
Railroad  which  runs  in  an  east-west  manner.   This  can  (but  very 
seldom  does)  cause  a  serious  tie-up  of  fire  traffic  in  case  of  a 
fire  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  tracks  from  the  station.   The 
majority  of  the  high  value  property  in  Mebane  is  within  one  mile 
of  the  fire  station.   (See  Map  #2.)   There  is  an  unwritten  agree- 
ment with  the  railroad  that  upon  hearing  the  alarm  they  are  to 
break  car  connections  to  allow  the  fire  trucks  to  pass. 


Re  commend  a  t  ions 


(1)  It  is  recommended  that  consideration  be  given  to  re- 
placing the  1936  Ford-American  France  Pumper.   The 
standards  set  forth  by  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  require  that  vehicular  equipment  should  be 
replaced  after  twenty  years  of  age.   The  1950  vehicle 
should  be  replaced  in  1970  and  the  1965  vehicle  in  1985. 

(2)  A  written  agreement  with  the  Southern  Railroad  would  be 
more  valid  than  the  present  one  (concerning  giving  the 
fire  trucks  the  right-of-way). 

(3)  Before  Mebane  can  raise  its  insurance  rating,  it  must 
first  have  some  full-time  firemen.   Although  the  present 
volunteer  department  is  considered  adequate,  it  would 
find  trouble  protecting  the  town's  1980  population.   The 
town  should  begin  taking  steps  to  establish  a  full  time 
force  by  hiring  a  chief  and  two  assistants.   These  three 
men  could  work  shifts  and  insure  the  town  of  having  a 
fireman  on  duty  24  hours  a  day.   As  the  town's  popula- 
tion increases  so  should  its  full  time  fire  department. 

(4)  It  is  recommended  that  an  automobile  be  purchased  for 
use  by  the  Mebane  Fire  Department.   Such  a  vehicle  would 
provide  numerous  services  to  both  the  chief  and  his  men 
in  the  services  of  fire  prevention. 
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(5)  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  town  give  consideration 
to  replacing  the  water  lines  less  than  six  inches  in 
diameter  as  such  lines  are  seldom  capable  to  provide 
adequate  water  quantities  and  pressures  to  combat  firesi 

(6)  It  is  recommended  that  the  town  set  a  fee  of  $50.00  for 
out-of-town  calls  made  by  the  Fire  Department.   Such 
action  would  be  an  added  increase  to  Mebane's  revenue 
and  a  means  of  financing  additional  equipment  for  the 
depar  tmen t  . 

(7)  The  town  should  improve  the  fire  alarm  system  by  in- 
stalling fire  alarm  boxes  at  key  points  in  the  town. 
This  action  would  provide  the  town  with  better  fire 
protection  as  it  increases  in  numbers  and  size. 

(8)  As  the  town  grows,  two-story  buildings  will  be  con- 
structed to  accompany  like  structures  already  in  Mebane. 
It  is  recommended  that  a  modern  aerial  fire  truck  with 
power-raised  ladders  be  purchased  to  adequately  protect 
these  multi-storied  buildings. 

(9)  It  is  also  recommended  that  a  stepped-up  program  of 
training  be  adopted  for  the  firemen  by  their  attendance 
at  as  many  fire  protection  classes  as  possible. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS 


WATER  SYSTEM 


Wa  t e  r  Supply 

Mebane's  water  system,  which  was  placed  into  operation  in 
1921,  is  municipally  owned  and  operated. 

The  source  of  the  town's  water  supply  is  the  Lake  Michael 
Reservoir  located  about  one-half  mile  northeast  of  Mebane  in 
Orange  County.   This  scenic  lake  covers  approximately  sixty  acres 
and  impounds  an  estimated  115  million  gallons  of  water. 

At  the  northern  end  of  the  lake,  the  raw  water  enters  the 
dam  intake  and  flows  to  the  nearby  pumping  station.   From  here, 
the  water  is  put  under  pressure  and  pumped  through  a  twelve  inch 
raw  water  main  for  7600  feet  to  the  town's  water  treatment  plant. 

The  raw  water  supply  should  be  adequate  for  the  remainder 
of  the  planning  period.   If  future  demand  does,  however,  exceed 
the  present  capacity  of  the  reservoir,  the  spillway  can  be  raised 
to  provide  additional  storage. 


Water  Consumption  and  Treatment 

The  town's  water  treatment  plant,  built  in  1921  and  added  to 
in  1956,  is  located  on  North  First  Street  near  the  Crawford 
Street  intersection. 

The  plant's  pumping  capacity  is  one  million  gallons  per  day. 
Maximum  daily  water  consumption  is  approximately  600,000  gallons, 
whereas,  the  average  daily  consumption  is  about  400,000  gallons. 

At  this  plant,  the  water  is  filtered  to  remove  solids  and 
chemicals  are  added  for  purification  purposes.. 

Wa  ter  Storage 

After  the  water  has  been  treated  for  human  consumption,  it 
then  travels  to  two  storage  areas.   The  largest  of  these  is  an 
underground  storage  basin  which  has  a  holding  capacity  of  250,000 
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gallons.   This  installation  is  located  to  the  rear  of  the  treat- 
ment plant.   The  other  storage  facility,  a  75,000  gallon  elevated 
water  tank,  is  located  adjacent  to  the  plant  towards  the  south. 


Water  Distribution 

Pressured  water  from  the  elevated  tank  and  underground 
storage  basin  is  distributed  through  a  network  of  six  and  eight 
inch  mains,  the  former  being  the  most  predominant.   Mains  of 
lesser  diameter  (1  inch  to  3  inches)  are  used  to  transport  water 
beyond  the  corporate  limits. 

Water  is  presently  available  to  the  entire  developed  area  of 
Mebane.   Mains  extend  beyond  the  town  limits  into  the  "fringe 
area"  to:   (1)  the  northwest  on  Carr  Street;  (2)  east  on  North 
Center  and  South  Center  Streets;  (3)  south  on  South  Fifth  Street 
(Highway  119)  and  to  the  Oakwood  Development;  (4)  west  on  North 
Center  Street  (Highway  70A);  and  (5)  west  on  West  Holt  Street  to 
the  West  End  School.   (See  Map  #3.) 


Water  Policies  in  Fringe  Area 

At  the  present  time,  Mebane  does  not  have  any  strictly  en- 
forced policies  on  water  lines  in  the  fringe  area.   A  subdivider 
can  usually  put  in  any  size  line  he  so  desires,  whether  or  not  it 
meets  a  desirable  minimum  standard.   An  example  of  this  is  that 
in  the  new  mobile  home  park  to  the  east  of  town,  a  two  inch,  dead- 
end water  line  was  allowed  to  be  tied  onto  the  town  system.   Such 
lines  will  not  always  provide  an  adequate  water  supply  at 
desirable  pressures  to  the  residents  of  this  area  for  just  domes- 
tic uses.   For  fire  fighting  purposes,  such  lines  are  totally 
inadequate . 
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Evaluat  ions 

The  average  quantity  of  water  consumed  in  the  United  States 
is  one  hundr ed- f i f t y  gallons  per  capita  per  day.   In  Mebane,  the 
average  is  nearer  one  hundr e d- s even ty  gallons  per  capita  per 
day.   This  does  not  represent  domestic  consumption  alone;  it  in- 
cludes also  all  commercial  and  industrial  uses,  fire  fighting 
and  street  cleaning  requirements,  and  other  public  uses.   Non- 
domestic  users  are  likely  to  create  the  major  demand  so  care- 
ful attention  must  therefore  be  given  them  in  any  study  of 
probable  future  water  needs. 

It  appears  that  the  filtering  and  pumping  systems  are  adequate 
at  the  present  time  and  will  be  so  during  the  twenty-year  planning 
period  if  no  further  annexation  occurs. 

If  the  proposed  annexation  occurs,  an  additional  300,000 
gallons  or  more  of  treated  water  per  day  will  be  needed.   To 
adequately  meet  this  demand,  Mebane's  existing  water  facilities 
would  be  taxed  to  their  "maximum  yield. 

The  majority  of  the  residential  development  in  Mebane  meets 
the  Underwriter's  requirement  of  being  within  five  hundred  feet 
of  a  fire  hydranto   This,  however,  is  the  maximum  distance  they 
should  be  apart.   A  desirable  policy  in  the  Central  Business 
District  of  a  community  is  that  the  placement  of  fire  hydrants 
be  no  more  than  three  hundred  feet  apart.   This  standard  also 
holds  true  for  high  density  areas.   Mebane,  with  only  a  few 
exceptions,  meets  this  requirement. 

Good  design  of  distribution  systems  keeps  to  a  minimum  the 
number  of  "dead  end"  pipe  lines  in  order  to  assure  proper  cir- 
culation of  water.   It  will  also  provide  valves  at  strategic 
locations  so  that  service  will  be  interrupted  in  only  a  small 
area  when  a  line  is  being  repaired.   Thus  the  water  distribution 
system  ordinarily  takes  the  form  of  a  "gridiron"  pattern. 
Looping  the  mains  in  this  manner  makes  it  possible  to  supply 
every  point  of  the  gridiron  system  from  two  directions,  thereby 
substantially  doubling  capacity  and  gaining  in  reliability. 
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Mebane  can  treat  more  than  three  times  the  amount  of  water 
than  it  can  store.   By  having  only  a  small  elevated  storage  tank 
(75,000  gallon  capacity),  sufficient  water  pressure  is  not  created 
to  meet  the  Underwriter's  requirement  of  having  1500  gallons  per 
minute  available  for  fire  flowo   The  rate  of  fire  hydrant  water 
flow  in  Mebane  is  between  500  and  1000  GMP. 


Water  and  Sewer  Bond  Election 

On  December  13,  1966,  voters  in  Orange  County  approved  a 
$650,000.00  bond  issue  of  which  $400,000.00  will  be  used  to 
finance  water  and  sewer  lines  to  a  proposed  industrial  park  at 
the  intersection  of  Interstate  85  and  Buckhorn  Road.   This  area, 
located  in  the  southeastern  section  of  the  planning  area,  was  the 
site  chosen  by  several  prospective  industries  dependent  upon  their 
being  supplied  adequate  water  and  sewerage  service. 

Orange  County  will  construct  the  water  and  sewer  lines  to  the 
industrial  area.   These  lines  will  be  tied  into  Mebane's  water 
and  sewerage  systems;  whereas,  Mebane  will  furnish  the  services 
to  the  park  and  any  others  who  wish  to  tap  onto  the  lines. 

Mebane  not  only  will  maintain  the  lines,  but  will  also  re- 
pay the  $400,000.00  plus  interest  to  Orange  County  from  fees 
collected  by  furnishing  these  services.   After  the  complete  cost 
is  repaid,  ownership  of  the  lines  will  convert  to  Mebane. 

A  great  boon  to  the  citizens  of  Mebane  will  be  the  300,000 
gallon  elevated  water  tower  that  will  be  constructed  as  a  part 
of  the  bond  issue.   This  facility  will  increase  the  town's  treated 
water  storage  facilities  by  an  estimated  92.3  percent  and  the 
town's  water  pressure  by  22.7  percent. 

In  January,  1967,  Orange  County  purchased  a  site  for  the 
elevated  tower  at  the  east  end  of  Park  Street  at  its  intersection 
with  South  Eleventh  Street.   The  half-acre  plot  was  selected  for 
its  elevation  and  close  proximity  to  the  twelve  inch  water  main 
which  will  run  to  Mebane  from  the  industrial  park.   Adequate 
water  storage  will  be  available  to  Mebane  throughout  the  planning 
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period  with  the  construction  of  the  new  tower. 

The  proposed  twelve  inch  water  line  to  the  park  will  extend 
east  on  South  Center  Street  to  SR  1302  where  it  will  then  encircle 
the  southern  portion  of  the  park.   Other  areas  in  Mebane  that 
should  be  provided  water  service  by  1985  are  shown  on  the  Map  #3 
overlay.   Lines  less  than  six  inches  in  diameter  that  should  be 
replaced  during  the  planning  period  are  also  shown  in  this 
illustration. 


Re  c  omme  ndations 


(1)  In  keeping  with  modern  standards,  it  is  recommended  that 
all  water  lines  of  less  than  six  inches  in  diameter  be 
replaced.   Water  lines  of  this  size  do  not  permit  enough 
water  to  pass  through  them  to  adequately  supply  a  town 
of  Mebane's  size.   A  six  inch  main  carries  more  than 
twice  the  volume  of  water  of  a  four  inch  main  but  only 
costs  about  10  percent  more  to  install. 

(2)  Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  placement  of  all 
fire  hydrants  less  than  500  feet  apart  in  the  residen- 
tial and  less  than  300  feet  apart  in  the  Central 
Business  and  High  Property  Value  Districts.   In  case  of 
fire,  such  districts  can  only  be  adequately  protected 
if  a  source  of  water  is  close  at  hand. 

(3)  It  is  recommended  that  consideration  be  given  to 
connecting  all  dead-end  lines  with  the  regular  gridiron 
pattern  of  the  water  system.   Proper  water  circulation 
would  be  assured  by  this  act.   If  dead-end  lines  have 
to  remain,  it  is  recommended  that  they  be  replaced  with 
no  less  than  eight  inch  pipe  in  accordance  with  the 
established  standard. 

(4)  It  is  recommended  that  water  service  be  extended  to 
those  areas  shown  on  the  Map  #3  overlay.   These  areas 
contain  various  types  of  new  and  past  development.   If 
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these  general  area  locations  are  provided  with  water 
lines  adequate  for  their  prospective  purposes,  desired 
development  at  a  minimum  cost  to  municipal  residents 
will  be  encouraged  and  facilitated:. 

(5)  It  is  recommended  that  Mebane  adopt  strict  subdivision 
regulations  to  insure  that  adequate  water  lines  are 
installed  in  all  future  subdivisions. 
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SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEM 


In  tr oduc  t Ion 

Adequate  sewerage*  service  is  a  very  important  factor  to  the 
well  being  of  the  people  in  the  Mebane  area.   The  proper  disposal 
of  all  sewage**  is  imperative  in  order  to  protect  the  health  of 
residents  in  the  community. 

When  inadequate  sewage  treatment  facilities  are  present,  the 
citizens  of  that  area  are  vulnerable  to  a  multitude  of  diseases. 
Some  of  the  diseases  arising  from  improperly  treated  sewage  are 
typhoid  fever,  cholera,  dysentery,  parasitic  worms,  and  various 
types  of  diarrhea. 

In  order  that  satisfactory  results  may  be  realized,  wastes 
should  be  disposed  of  so  that: 

1.  They  will  not  contaminate  any  drinking  water  supply. 

2.  Public  health  hazards  will  not  occur  as  a  result  of 
waste  being  accessible  to  people,  insects,  rodents,  or 
other  carriers  that  may  come  in  contact  with  food  and/or 
wa  t  e  r  . 


3,  They  will  not  pollute  any  waters  used  for  public, 
domestic,  or  recreational  purposes. 

4,  They  will  not  give  rise  to  a  nuisance  due  to  odors  or 
unsightly  appearance. 

5,  They  will  not  violate  laws  or  regulations  governing 


pollution  or  sewage  disposal 


1 


*  The  removal  and  disposal  of  sewage  and  surface  water  by  a 
system  of  sewers. 

-*  Refuse  liquids  or  waste  matter  carried  off  by  sewers. 

Residential  Sewage  Disposal  Plants,  Sanitary  Engineering 
Division,  N.  C.  State  Board  of  Health,  Bulletin  #519,  July, 
1958. 
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The  Sewerage  System 

Sewerage  service  was  placed  into  operation  in  Mebane  the 
same  year  as  was  the  water  system  -  1921.   This  facility  consists 
of  a  network  of  pipes  and  accessories  (see  Map  #4)  designed  to 
gather  all  domestic  and  industrial  wastes  and  transport  these 
wastes  to  a  sewage  treatment  plant  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Engineers  constructed  this  system  so  that  sewage  would  flow 
primarily  through  gravity  lines  to  the  treatment  plant. 

Sewage  exits  buildings  through  "drain  lines"  which  connect 
to  sewer  lines  under  the  street.   The  majority  of  the  town's 
under- the-s tre e t  sewer  lines  (also  called  "lateral"  lines)  are 
eight  inches  in  diameter.   The  sewage  normally  flows  by  gravity 
down  this  network  of  pipes  to  where  it  is  then  funneled  into  a 
larger  ten  inch  "trunk"  line.   This  trunk  line  follows  the 
Moadams  Creek  west  of  town  where  it  increases  in  size  to  a  twelve 
inch  "interceptor"  line.   The  sewage  continues  flowing  through 
this  interceptor  line  until  it  enters  the  treatment  plant. 

Another  twelve  inch  interceptor  line  north  of  Mebane  is 
utilized  for  carrying  sewage  to  a  pumping  station  which  will  be 
discussed  in  the  following  paragraph. 


Sewage  Pumping  Station 

Due  to  the  topography  of  Mebane,  it  was  impossible  for  all 
sewage  lines  to  have  a  gravity  flow  movement  to  the  treatment 
plant. 

To  move  sewage  over  the  northwest  to  southeast  ridge  in  the 
northern  part  of  town,  a  pumping  station  was  required.   (See  Map 
#5.)   By  the  use  of  pressure,  this  facility  forces  all  sewage 
east  of  this  ridge  "over  the  hump",  through  a  six  inch  force  main, 
to  a  tie-in  connection  with  the  main  gravity  system.   Once  it 
reaches  the  main  line  system,  it  can  then  continue  onward  by  free 
flow  to  the  sewage  treatment  plant. 
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Area  Se  rve  d 

The  Mebane  sanitary  sewerage  system  serves  an  area  mostly 
confined  to  the  land  within  the  town's  corporate  limits.   In 
several  cases,  however,  service  has  been  extended  beyond  these 
limits;  such  as,  the  West  End  School  Area  and  south  of  the  town 
limits  on  N.  C.  Highway  119.   (See  Map  #4.) 

Certain  areas  in  town  are  not  served  by  the  municipal 
sewerage  system.   In  the  southeast  section  of  town,  the  use  of 
septic  tanks  is  quite  prevalent. 

One  good  sign  of  Mebane's  sanitary  sewerage  progress  is  that 
few,  if  any,  outdoor  privies  are  in  existence  within  the  town 
1 imi  ts  . 


Sewage  Treatment 

Sewage  is  treated  in  an  Imhoff-type  treatment  plant,  located 
approximately  one-half  mile  west  of  the  corporate  limits  near  the 
town  dump.   This  primary  treatment  plant  is  capable  of  treating 
488,000  gallons  of  sewage  per  day.   The  current  daily  average  is 
approximately  300,000  gallons  per  day  although  on  occasions  the 
maximum  capacity  has  been  reached. 

Waste  enters  the  plant  in  both  solid  and  liquid  form,  where 
it  is  first  given  preliminary  treatment  to  remove  sand,  solids, 
and  other  inorganic  matter.   The  function  of  the  treatment  process 
is  to  separate  solids,  commonly  called  sludge,  and  purify  both 
it  and  the  liquids.   The  separation  takes  place  when  the  sewage 
passes  through  a  series  of  grit  chambers  and  screens. 

Once  separated  from  the  liquids,  the  solids  are  digested 
and  deposited  into  sand  beds.   After  drying  in  these  sand  beds, 
the  sludge,  which  has  an  appearance  somewhat  similar  to  peat  moss, 
is  removed  and  can  later  be  used  as  fertilizer. 

The  liquid  is  treated  by  adding  oxygen,  chemicals,  and 
bacteria  to  it  to  help  purify  it.   Once  purified,  the  effluent 
is  discharged  into  nearby  Moadams  Creek. 
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A  new  treatment  plant  with  a  capacity  of  800,000  gallons  per 
day  is  presently  being  considered  by  the  Town  Board.   Such  a  plant 
would  be  needed  to  service  the  anticipated  residential,  commercial, 
and  industrial  growth  of  Mebane.   The  site  of  the  existing  plant 
is  not  considered  adequate  due  to  the  minute  amount  of  water  in 
Moadams  Creek. 


R  e  c  o  mm  endations 


(1)  It  is  recommended  that  a  survey  of  the  entire  Mebane 
sewer  lines  be  conducted  at  periodic  intervals  to  deter- 
mine if  they  are  functioning  properly  and  performing  the 
duties  for  which  they  were  designed. 

(2)  Sewage  pipes,  although  they  are  designed  to  last  an 
indefinite  period  of  time,  will,  on  occasion,  clog  with 
inorganic  matter.   When  the  sewage  cannot  flow  freely, 

a  backup  will  occur  causing  offensive  odors  to  emit 
through  manholes.   It  is  recommended  that  constant 
review  of  the  system  be  enforced  to  prevent  such  an 
occurance . 

(3)  The  proposed  800,000  GPD  sewage  treatment  plant  should 
be  approved  by  the  Town  Board.   At  present,  the  existing 
plant  is  nearly  taxed  to  capacity.   With  the  anticipated 
industry  influx  plus  the  new  homes  that  will  accompany 
it,  the  existing  facility  will  prove  incapable  of  meeting 
the  d ema nd  . 

(4)  The  extension  of  major  sewage  lines  into  the  proposed 
annexation  areas   should  be  considered.   Upon  annexation, 
a  municipality  assumes  responsibility  (as  set  forth  in 

N.  C.  General  Statute  160-453.3)  of  providing  that  area 
with  sewage  service. 


See  Mebane  Annexation  Study,  Department  of  Conservation  and 
Development,  Division  of  Community  Planning,  February,  1966. 
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(5)  Septic  tanks  in  urbanizing  areas  cannot  be  considered 
adequate  for  permanent  use.   As  temporary  facilities, 
they  sometimes  will  be  adequate  if  constructed  in  suit- 
able soils  but  after  extended  use  they  cease  to  function 
properly.   Consideration  should  be  given  to  expanding 
the  sewerage  system  into  the  southeastern  area  of  town. 
Top  priority  should  be  given  to  the  area  within  the 
corporate  limits. 

(6)  With  an  anticipated  population,  perhaps  as  high  as  8,000 
by  the  end  of  the  planning  period,  it  can  readily  be 
assumed  that  more  sewage  will  flow  through  the  existing 
lines.   Eight  inch  lines  only  meet  the  state  minimum. 

It  is  recommended  that  when  needed,  all  eight  inch  lines 
should  be  replaced  by  lines  not  less  than  twelve  inches 
in  d  iame  t e  r  . 

(7)  Care  should  be  given  in  regard  to  the  types  of  sewage 
disposed  of  by  existing  and  anticipated  industries. 
Some  industrial  processes  pollute  water  with  chemicals 
that  destroy  the  bacterial  growth  operation  thus  des- 
troying its  effectiveness  in  the  treatment  of  sewage. 

(8)  It  is  recommended  that  Mebane  adopt  strict  subdivision 
regulations  to  insure  that  adequate  sewer  lines  are 
installed  in  any  future  subdivisions. 
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STORM  SEWERAGE  SYSTEM 


Introduction 

The  adequate  collection  and  disposal  of  surface  water  run- 
off are  major  means  of  protection  against  flood  damageo   Ordin- 
arily, rain  water  is  either  absorbed  by  the  soil  or  drains  by 
gravity  into  the  waterways.   In  a  town,  however,  the  water  in 
most  areas  is  unable  to  reach  the  soil  because  of  pavement  and 
buildingSc   Since  run-off  water  is  much  greater  in  the  town, 
storm  sewers  and  open-drainage  ditches  must  be  constructed  to 
transport  this  water. 

Storm  sewers  (much  larger  in  diameter  than  sanitary  sewers) 
are  similar  to  sanitary  sewers  in  that  they  both  operate  under  a 
gravity  feed  system.   This  system  of  open  and  closed  conduits 
collects  and  discharges  the  water  by  means  of  outfall  sewers  into 
natural  watercourses  or  designated  run-off  areas. 

Ordinarily,  storm  water  contains  no  harmful  organic  sub- 
stances as  does  sanitary  sewerage.   Therefore,  it  requires  no 
treatment  and  can  be  discharged  into  creeks  and  streams  without 
fear  of  pollution. 

The  amount  of  storm  water  must  be  taken  into  account  when 
storm  sewer  systems  are  designed  depends  on  several  variables: 
area  and  shape  of  the  watershed;  rainfall  intensity;  topography; 
ground  slope;  and  character  of  ground  cover. 


Existing  Situation 

A  great  deal  of  Mebane's  storm  water  is  collected  in  the 
heavily  urbanized  areas  of  town  (ioe..  Central  Business  District 
and  residential  areas).    It  is  then  channeled  by  several  indepen- 
dent systems  of  open  and  closed  conduits  to  less  developed  loca- 
tions and  natural  watercourses. 

Since  Mebane  is  located  in  the  rolling  lands  of  Alamance  and 
Orange  Counties,  the  storm  water  quickly  flows  away  with  no  ma  j  or 
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tlooding.   Nevertheless,  some  minor  flooding  does  occur  at  the 
following  locations: 

1.  At  Clay  and  Ruffin  Streets  between  3rd  and  4th  Streets, 

2.  The  Webb  Street  area, 

3c   At  the  intersection  of  Lee  and  Ath  Streets,  and 
5,   South  of  Roosevelt  Street  near  Moadams  Creek. 

For  an  illustration  of  the  approximate  drainage  basins  in  the 
Mebane  area,  see  Map  y/5. 


Eva  lua t  ion 

The  existing  storm  sewer  system  is  considered  adequate  in 
that  it  meets  the  minimum  standards.   There  are  many  areas  through- 
out Mebane  that  rely  solely  upon  open  ditches  for  surface  run-off. 
Due  to  Mebane's  topography  and  if  these  ditches  are  periodically 
kept  free  of  refuse  and  intense  vegetation,  they  shall  continue 
to  prove  adequate  in  removing  surface  run-off  to  the  natural 
wa  tercourses  . 


Recommendat  ions 

(1)  It  is  recommended  that  the  Town  of  Mebane  purchase  a 
topographical  map  of  the  Mebane  area  to  precisely 
determine  drainage  areas  so  that  adequate  planning  may 
be  utilized  in  storm  sewer  location, 

(2)  It  is  recommended  that  annual  checks  of  the  system  be 
conducted  in  order  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
system  is  functioning  properly. 

(3)  It  is  recommended  that  Mebane  adopt  strict  subdivision 
regulations  to  insure  that  adequate  storm  sewers,  drains, 
and  paved  gutters  are  installed  in  all  future  sub- 
divisions . 
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(4)  It  is  also  recommended  that  storm  sewer  improvements  be 
made  at  the  areas  in  town  where  flooding  occurs  after 
heavy  rainfalls.   First  priority  for  these  improvements 
should  occur  at  the  aforementioned  locationso 
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REFLFSE    COLLECTION 


Introduct  ion 

"Refuse",  properly  speaking,  is  a  category  covered  by  the 
broader  heading  of  "waste",  which  includes  all  forms  of  discarded 
materials  -  solid,  liquid,  and  gaseous.   Refuse  will  hereafter 
refer  only  to  solid  wastes  (as  distinguished  from  sewage,  which 
is  a  liquid  waste)-   Some  of  the  different  classifications  of 
refuse  materials  are  garbage,  rubbish,  ashes,  street  refuse,  dead 
animals,  abandoned  automobiles,  and  industrial  refuseo 


Refuse  Collection  Service 

Collection  service  is  provided  by  the  Town  of  Mebane  to  all 
areas  within  the  corporate  liraitSf   When  collection  occurs  in  the 
fringe  area  outside  the  town  limits,  it  is  performed  by  private 
firms  on  a  fee  basis« 

The  frequency  of  collection  is  two  times  per  week  for  resi- 
dences and  commercial  businesses  (with  some  exceptions)  and  once 
a  week  for  industrial  establishments-  In  some  cases,  when  large 
amounts  of  refuse  result  from  industrial  processes  and  manu- 
facturing operations,  such  as  lumber  scraps,  wood  shavings,  saw- 
dust, metal  scraps,  etc>,  it  is  the  private  responsibility  of  that 
concern  for  its  refuse  disposition!. 

Mebane  employs  the  on- street  method  of  refuse  collection. 
Garbage  is  placed  in  cans  at  the  street  where  rubbish  is  usually 
stacked  in  piles.   These  collections  are  performed  by  the  crews 
which  travel  with  the  collection  truck.   The  process  merely 
involves  transferring  refuse  from  residents'  garbage  cans  to  a 
container  which  the  crew  carries™   When  this  container  fills, 
they  simply  empty  it  into  the  collection  truck. 

The  major  equipment  used  in  this  service  is  a  1962  Ford 
closed-body  truck  which  accommodates  mostly  garbage.   A  1955 
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Chevrolet  opened-body  truck  is  used  primarily  for  collecting 
rubbish  and  other  bulky  trash  and  any  refuse  that  happens  to  be 
left  by  the  other  truck.   On  occasions,  a  1956  Chevrolet  opened- 
body  truck  is  sometimes  used  if  collections  are  heavy. 

Mebane's  refuse  collection  personnel  consists  of  three  full- 
time  and  two  part-time  employeeso 


Recommendations 

(1)  It  is  recommended  that  the  frequency  of  collection 
service  for  commercial  and  industrial  areas  be  in- 
creased to  at  least  three  times  per  week.   A  good 
portion  of  this  waste  matter  is  combustible^   In  the 
interest  of  public  safety,  it  is  unsafe  for  such 
refuse  to  accumulate  and  present  a  fire  hazard. 

(2)  It  is  recommended  that  with  the  population  growth 
Mebane  is  to  ancitipate  (either  through  annexation  or 
in-migr a t ion )  the  town  should  consider  purchasing 
another  closed-body  presser  truck  and  hire  three  more 
full-time  employees  by  1970=,   Citizens  of  an  in- 
corporated town  need  to  be  provided  refuse  collection 
service,  the  limited  existing  equipment  and  personnel 
are  inadequate  to  maintain  desirable  pick  up  frequencies. 

(3)  It  is  recommended  that  the  1955  Chevrolet  truck  be 
replaced  with  a  packer  trucks   This  type  truck  would 
save  its  cost  in  a  relatively  short  timet.   Its  advantage 
is  that  it  compresses  trash  and  garbage  to  take  up  a 
small  amount  of  space  and,  therefore,  fewer  trips  must 
be  made  to  the  dump. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Introduction 

There  is  no  r e ady- t o- us e  formula  to  calculate  the  quality  of 
refuse  to  be  anticipated  from  a  given  population.   It  is  generally 
accepted  that  between  one  and  two  pounds  per  person  per  day  is 
typical.   This  amount  will  increase  to  approximately  four  pounds 
daily  per  capita  when  commercial  and  industrial  establishments 
are  taken  into  consideration.   It  is  indeed  important  in  the 
interests  of  public  health,  economy,  general  comforts  and 
aesthetics  that  this  refuse  be  disposed  of  in  a  safe  and  sanitary 
manne  r . 

Refuse  that  is  not  properly  disposed  of  provides  breeding 
places  for  flies,  mosquitoes,  and  rats.   These  animals  and  their 
filthy  habits  spread  a  multitude  of  infectious  diseases. 

Property  values  in  the  proximity  of  an  open  refuse  dump  is 
greatly  depreciated.   Such  a  dump  is  a  perpetual  fire  hazard,  as 
one  is  seldom  seen  that  is  not  burning  at  some  place.   Sparks 
from  these  fires  often  cause  damage  to  adjacent  property. 

The  foul  odors  and  smoke  produced  by  an  open  dump  pollute 
the  atmosphere  and  create  a  continuous  source  of  annoyance.   One 
can  hardly  imagine  anything  more  unsightly  than  mounds  of  foul- 
smelling  discards,  rusty  tin  cans,  old  automobile  tires,  and  cast- 
off  mattresses.   No  community  with  a  vestige  of  civic  pride  should 
tolerate  anything  so  offensive  to  people's  sensibility. 


Refuse  Disposal  Facilities 

The  town  disposes  of  its  refuse  at  an  area  located  about  one- 
half  mile  west  of  the  corporate  limits.   Access  to  this  facility 
is  gained  by  West  Holt  Street  and  SR  1973.   Sixty  acres  of  land 
is  owned  by  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  its  refuse  disposal  but 
only  about  five  acres  are  actually  being  used  at  this  time. 
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The  facility  operates  under  the  guise  of  a  sanitary  landfill 
but  is  in  reality  no  more  than  an  open  refuse  dump.   Mounds  of 
turning,  foul  smelling  trash  can  be  seen  at  the  site.   Stray  dogs 
are  using  this  area  for  an  abundant  food  supply.   The  dump  and 
surrounding  area  have  become  completely  verminous.   Even  more 
disturbing  than  these  obnoxious  conditions  is  the  fact  that 
children  from  nearby  residences  are  using  the  dump  as  a  play- 
ground . 

A  bulldozer  is  the  only  equipment  used  at  this  facility. 

R  e  c  o  mm  endations 

(1)  It  is  recommended  that  the  town  bury  its  refuse  in  a 
sanitary  landfill  where  garbage  and  rubbish  can  be 
compacted  and  covered  with  earth  daily.   This  type  of 
disposal  would  eliminate  breeding  places  for  flies  and 
rodents,  eliminate  fire  hazards,  and  make  the  land  use- 
able for  future  playgrounds  or  other  uses.   Technical 
assistance  for  constructing  a  sanitary  landfill  can  be 
acquired  from  the  North  Carolina  State  Board  of  Health, 
Sanitary  Engineering  Division. 

(2)  It  is  recommended  that  a  barrier  or  fence  be  erected 
around  the  area  currently  being  used  as  a  dump  to  pro- 
hibit any  unauthorized  persons  from  entering.   This 
would  eliminate  the  "attractive  nuisance"  and  the 
dangers  accompanying  it  from  children  living  in  the 
adjacent  area. 

(3)  It  is  recommended  that  all  existing  mounds  of  refuse  be 
immediately  buried  to  prevent  further  disease  breeding 
conditions.   It  would  also  eliminate  occasional  obnoxious 
odors  and  smoke  that  are  carried  through  the  residential 
areas  by  Mebane's  predominant  southeast  winds. 

(4)  For  the  town  to  adequately  operate  a  sanitary  landfill, 
it  is  recommended  that  the  existing  bulldozer  be  replaced 
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(when  it  ceases  to  function  properly  and  require  repairs) 
and  that  a  crawler-type  tractor  be  purchased  as  it  is  a 
necessary  item  of  equipment. 
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EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES 


SCHOOL  SYSTEM 


Int roduc  t  ion 

"The  most  apparent  possibilities  in  meeting  this  challenge 
(educational  planning)  are:   (1)  a  more  efficient  use  of 
teachers'  and  students'  time  by  carefully  planning  and  articulating 
the  total  educational  program;  (2)  an  upgrading  and  broadening  of 
curriculum  content  through  flexible  organization,  improved 
teaching  practices,  additional  instructional  materials,  and  more 
opportunities  to  challenge  the  individual  capabilities  of  each 
student;  and  (3)  more  adequately  planned  school  facilities  to 
house  the  educational  program,  with  recognition  of  utility, 
flexibility,  quality,  and  aesthetics." 

Char  les  F.  Carroll 

State  Superintendent  of  Public 

Instruction 
Quoted  in  School  Planning 

Guide  -  Series-1 
N.  C.  Department  of  Public 

Instruction,  July,  1964. 

The  primary  concern  of  this  report  is  to  discuss  the  third 
challenge  in  the  above  paragraph  —  "More  adequately  planned 
school  facilities." 


Standards 


The  North  Carolina  Department  of  Public  Instruction  along 
with  numerous  other  accrediting  agencies  and  institutions  have 
published  countless  standards  which  towns  should  consider  before 
constructing  and  while  operating  their  educational  facilities. 
Below  are  listed  the  principal  standards  which  closely  relate  to 
the  situation  in  Mebane. 

(1)  School  plants  should  be  near  the  present  and  expected 
population  centers,  free  from  the  nuisances  created  by 
railroads,  factory  smoke,  noisy  enterprises  and  strip 
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commercial  developments; 

(2)  Elementary  schools  should  be  within  thirty  minutes 
walking  distance  or  have  a  radius  of  one-fourth  to  one- 
half  mile.   A  high  school  is  best  situated  within  forty- 
five  minutes  walking  distance.   Access  should  be  over 
improved  roads  and  elementary  schools  should  not  be 
adjacent  to  major  thoroughfares.   It  is  considered 
desirable  to  have  elementary  schools  within  one-half 
mile  of  the  majority  of  the  residences  served  by  that 
particular  school.   The  schools  in  the  Mebane  area 
generally  meet  this  requirement  with  the  exception  of 
having  no  school  in  the  eastern  portion  of  town.   (See 
Map  #6.) 

(3)  The  topography  of  the  school  site  should  not  slope  more 
than  ten  percent  over  at  least  forty  percent  of  the 
area. 

(4)  The  site  size  should  be  related  to  the  number  of  students 
The  recommended  relationship  for  elementary  and  high 
schools  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Pup  i  Is 


Elementary  School 
Required  Acres 

High  School 
Required  Acres 


200-400 


10 


12 


500 


12 


14 


600 


12 


16 


iOO 


15 


20 


1000 


24 


24 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  figures  in  the  preceding  table 
represent  minimum  areas  and  will  necessarily  vary  in  accordance 
with  the  percentage  of  land  which  is  usable. 

Existing  Situation 

Mebane's  schools  are  administered  by  the  Alamance  County 
Board  of  Education  located  at  the  county  seat  of  nearby  Graham. 
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The  county  school  bus  system  provides  most  of  the  student  trans- 
portation to  and  from  these  schools. 

There  are  two  elementary  schools  within  the  town  limits  of 
Mebane  -  E.  M.  Yoder  on  Charles  Street  and  South  Mebane  on  South 
Third  Street.   The  service  area  for  these  two  schools  is  deter- 
mined by  the  Southern  Railroad  which  bisects  the  town.   Students 
north  of  the  railroad  tracks  attend  E.  M,  Yoder  School  and  those 
south  of  this  boundary  attend  South  Mebane  School.   West  End 
Elementary  School,  serving  the  majority  of  the  Negro  population 
in  the  area,  is  located  outside  the  corporate  limits  on  Holt 
Street  Extension.   In  addition,  Mebane  Public  School  on  South 
Third  Street  is  the  area's  junior  high  school. 

In  1962  the  consolidated  Eastern  High  School  was  built  to 
service  the  students  living  in  the  Mebane,  Haw  River,  and  Pleasant 
Grove  areas.   This  facility  is  located  outside  the  one-mile 
Mebane  Planning  Area  on  SR  1921  (west)  but  will  be  discussed  in 
this  section  due  to  its  direct  relationship  with  the  Mebane 
School  Sys  t em , 

Schools  in  the  Mebane  area  enrolled  for  the  school  year 
1966-67  2,019  students.   Of  this  number,  1,238  are  enrolled  in 
Mebane's  school  grades  one  through  eight.   Approximately  one- 
half  or  about  400  students  of  the  781  enrolled  in  Eastern  High 
School  reside  in  the  Mebane  area.   Therefore,  approximately 
1,600  Mebane  area  students  are  in  local  schools.   If  trends 
continue  and  annexation  occurs,  it  is  projected  that  by  1970  there 
will  be  1,770  students,  2,000  students  in  1980,  and  closer  to 
2,600  by  the  end  of  the  planning  period.   Such  growth  would 
require  additional  classrooms  at  each  of  the  schools  in  the 
Mebane  area,  besides  the  fact  that  an  additional  elementary 
school  would  also  be  needed. 

The  pupils  per  teacher  ratio  in  the  Mebane  schools  is  con- 
sidered excellent,  with  its  average  of  22.9.   North  Carolina 
schools  desire  to  maintain  a  pupil  per  teacher  ratio  of  less  than 
30.   Mebane  is  most  fortunate  to  more  than  meet  this  requirement. 
There  are  81  classrooms  presently  being  utilized  by  88  teachers. 
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Four  new  classrooms  have  recently  been  constructed  at  E.  M,  Yoder 
School  and  plans  have  been  formulated  to  add  additional  class- 
rooms to  Eastern  High  and  Mebane  Public  Schools^   Such  additions 
should  erase  any  crowded  classroom  conditions  that  currently 
exist. 

For  a  further  breakdown  on  the  individual  schools  in  the 
Mebane  area,  see  the  School  Data  Table  on  Page  38. 

Re  c  omme  ndations 

(1)  It  is  recommended  that  the  local  citizens  and  officials 
of  the  town  assist  the  Alamance  County  School  Board  in 
its  continuing  effort  to  secure  a  sound  education  for 
every  Mebane  area  youth.   Schools  in  the  Mebane  area  are 
considered  a  county  responsibility,  but  the  town  should 
encourage  the  county  to  move  forward. 

(2)  With  Mebane's  anticipated  population  growth  and  the 
student  increase  accompanying  it,  plans  should  be  for- 
mulated to  construct  additional  classrooms  so  as  to 
avoid  any  crowded  conditions. 

(3)  There  is  a  growing  need  for  an  elementary  school  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  Mebane  area.   At  present,  all 
schools  are  located  on  the  western  side  of  town  pre- 
senting a  greater  distance  for  students  to  travel  than 
is  normally  desired.   It  is  recommended  that  a  site  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  Mebane  area  should  be  pro- 
cured in  the  near  future  for  later  development  as  an 
educational  facility.   Two  recommended  sites  are  the 
general  areas  near: 

1.  The  Alamance  County  side  of  9th  Street  and  north 
of  Brown  Street,  and 

2.  The  area  east  of  8th  Street  but  south  of 
Oakwood  Street. 
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(4)  A  loop  driveway  should  be  provided  for  safe  vehicular 
ingress  and  egress  at  South  Mebane  School.   The  existing 
situation  is  both  congestive  and  dangerous  as  school 
buses  have  to  back  up  to  approach  an  exit, 

(5)  It  is  recommended  that  Holt  Street  Extension  be  widened 
in  the  area  of  West  End  School  with  provisions  added  for 
turning  lanes»   A  multitude  of  problems  occur  when  a 
school  bus,  loaded  with  students,  is  forced  to  travel  on 
a  narrow  road.   It  is  also  recommended  that  the  speed 
limit  in  the  school  area  be  reduced  to  allow  for  an 
additional  safety  factor. 

(6)  It  is  recommended  that  more  physical  education 
facilities  and  dressing  room  space  be  provided  for  the 
students  of  Eastern  High  School.   The  existing  situatioa 
is  one  of  inadequacy. 

(7)  It  is  recommended  that  each  school  establish  a  School 
Safety  Patrol  to  regulate  pedestrian  traffic  in  the 
area  before  and  after  school  hours.   At  present,  school 
children  cross  streets  at  random  and  seemingly  in  dis- 
regard of  their  own  personal  safety.   The  town  police 
force  should  also  have  an  officer  present  at  each 
school  during  this  time  to  control  vehicular  traffic. 

(8)  Sidewalks  not  only  are  a  convenience  to  schools  but  also 
are  a  gift  to  the  students'  safety.   During  the  planning 
period,  it  is  recommended  that  adequate  sidewalks  be 
constructed  at  South  Mebane,  West  End,  and  E.  M.  Yoder 
Schools  . 
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TABLE  4 

SCHOOL  DATA 

1966-1967  SCHOOL  YEAR 


Schools 


South 
Meb  ane 
S  c  hoo  1 
(Elem. ) 


E  .  M. 

Yode  r 
School 
(Elem.  ) 


Wes  t 

End 
Schoo  1 
( E  lem. ) 


Mebane 

Public 

Schoo  1 

( Jr-Hlgh) 


Eastern 

A 1  atna  nee 

High  School 

(Sr-Hlgh) 


Grades 

1-b 

1-5 

1-8 

5-8 

9-12 

Student  Enrollment 

392 

283 

249 

314 

781 

Average  Daily 
Membe  rs  h  ip 

365 

279 

245 

289 

760 

Numb  e  r  of 

Professional  Personnel 

15 

10 

10 

15 

38 

Pupils  Per  Teacher 

2b.  1 

28  , 

.3 

24.9 

20 

.9 

20.5 

No,  of  Classrooms 

lA 

12 

10 

Used 
Unused  - 

-  14 

-  21 

31 

Site  Size  (Acres ) 

17  + 

11, 

.38 

6 

5 

.9 

72 

Year  Built 

1956 

1951 

1936 

1903 
Addition- : 

L923 

1962 

Condition  of  Structure 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Poo  r  to 
Fair 

Good 

Expandable 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Library 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Aud  i  to  r  i  um 


Bel ng  c  on- 
structed 
at  t  ime  o  f 
this  r  epo  r  t 


C  omb  ine  d 

with 
Cafeteria 


Yes 


Yes 


See 

Foot  no  t  e 

#2 


Cafeteria 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Major  Improvements 
P 1  anne  d 


G  ym  t  o  r 1 um 
now  be  1 ng 
constructed 


4classrooms   Gymtorlum    See  See 

constructed   6i  teachers    Footnote       Footnote 
lnl966        restroom       #1  #2 


Student  Transportation 
Faci  II  ties 


School  bus, 
wa  Iking , 
private 
trans  . 


School  bus, 
walking, 
private 
trans  . 


School  bus 
wa  iking, 
private 
trans  . 


School  bus 
wa  Iking  , 
pr  iva  t e 
trans. 


School  buS] 
p  r  i  va  t  e 
trans. 


Pr  o  b  1  ems  o  f 
Present  Location 


Traffic 
congestion 


None 


Traf f  ic  in    See 
front  of       Footnote 
street  on     #3 
Ho  It  S  tree  t 
Extens  ion 


Parking  Facilities 


Inadequate    Adequate 


Ad  equate 


Ad  equate 


Adequate 

for 

students 


Other  Uses  of 
Schoo  I 


Ava  liable 
on  request 


S  e  1  d  ora  , 
any 


if 


Ava liable 
on  request 


Open  to 
any  cul- 
tural or 
educat  iona  1 
uses 


Footnotes  : 

#1  -  I'nder  new  bond  iss 
struction  of  new  a 

#2  -  Construction  will 
workshops,  2  home 
and  band  facilitle 

if  3  -  School  ground  and 
are  located  on  sep 


ue,  $175,000.00  has  been  allocated  for  renovation  and/or  con- 
ddltlonal  21  classrooms. 

begin  early  in  1967  on  8  classrooms,  2  woodworking  and  metal 
economics  labs,  2  science  labs,  and  an  auditorium  with  music 
s  . 

school  ballpark-playground  are  not  adjacent  to  one  another  but 
arate  blocks  perpendicular  to  each  other. 
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LIBRARY  SERVICES 


Introduction 

There  are  many  desirable  standards  which  a  library  should 
meet  in  order  to  provide  adequate  service  to  its  users.   If  it  is 
physically  attractive,  it  will  not  only  be  an  asset  to  the  area 
but  will  provide  a  pleasant  retreat  for  those  desiring  its  services 
A  library  should  also  be  freely  available  to  all  the  people  by  its 
location.   It  should  provide  a  means  for  self  education  by  stimu- 
lating individual  study  and  research.   A  generous  supply  of  off- 
street  parking  should  be  provided  by  a  library  as  well  as  spacious 
room  to  house  its  volumes. 

An  adequate  library  is  vital  to  the  public  pride  of  a  town. 
People  can  only  meet  the  challenges  of  our  complex  world  today 
through  cultural  and  social  educationo   This  is  the  purpose  of 
the  facility  in  question,  for  there  is  no  greater  source  of  in- 
formative knowledge  available  to  the  citizenry  of  a  community 
than  its  public  library. 

Mebane  Public  Library 

Library  service  is  provided  to  the  citizens  of  the  Mebane 
area  through  the  Mebane  Public  Library.   This  facility  is  a  branch 
of  the  Alamance  County  Library o   Both  are  members  of  the  Central 
North  Carolina  Regional  Library  which  is  comprised  of  Alamance 
and  Chatham  units. 

The  Mebane  Public  Library  is  located  in  a  building  that  was 
constructed  in  1919  as  a  bank.   In  1936,  the  Reviewers,  a  woman's 
club,  purchased  the  building  from  the  bank  and  in  turn  gave  it  to 
the  Town  of  Mebane  for  as  long  as  it  is  used  as  a  public  library. 
Its  operation  hours  are  daily  from  one  to  six  o'clock,  excluding 
Sundays  and  Wednesdays.   The  staff  is  adequate  at  present  but  will 
probably  need  an  additional  staff  member  by  1985i 
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The  building  is  ideally  located  on  the  corner  of  North 
Fourth  and  Clay  Streets.   Mebane  is  quite  fortunate  to  have  its 
library  in  the  Central  Business  District.   By  its  being  centrally 
located,  it  is  easily  accessible  to  all  residents  in  the  area, 
especially  school  children  who  congregate  at  the  nearby  "corner 
drug  store"  after  school  hours. 

Excellent  taste  has  been  shown  by  the  attractive  interior 
decor  of  the  building  but  this  is  offset  by  the  profound  lack  of 
shelving  space  and  book  storage  area.   At  the  writing  of  this 
report,  the  soundness  of  the  building  exterior  was  being  insured 
by  repairmen  reinforcing  the  outside  walls.   This  building  should 
prove  to  be  adequate  during  the  twenty-year  planning  period.   If 
any  expansion  is  needed,  adequate  space  could  be  annexed  to  the 
rear  of  the  building. 

Circulation  and  Service  Area 

The  approximate  number  of  books  shelved  and  on  loan  at  the 
present  time  is  2,900.   The  inventory  of  volumes  in  the  Mebane 
Public  Library  varies  from  month  to  month  in  that  most  books  are 
on  the  interchange  system  from  the  County  Library  Main  Branch  in 
Bu  r  1  i  ng  ton. 

The  Development  Committee  of  Public  Libraries  Section,  North 
Carolina  Library  Association,  suggests  that  each  library  system 
should  plan  for  the  systematic  increase  of  its  collection  to  two 
books  per  capita.   North  Carolina  public  libraries  currently 
average  less  than  one  book  per  capita.   With  the  estimated  popu- 
lation of  4,800  in  the  planning  area,  Mebane  would  need  to  more 
than  triple  its  existing  supply  of  volumes  on  hand  to  meet  this 
standard.   To  fulfill  this  standard  in  1985,  the  Mebane  Public 
Library  would  need  at  least  16,000  volumes  on  hand.   Since 
Mebane's  library  is  only  a  branch  of  the  county  system  and  books 
from  the  main  branch  (as  well  as  the  regional  system)  are  easily 
obtainable,  it  appears  that  the  existing  system  will  be  adequate 
for  Mebane's  needs  during  the  twenty-year  planning  period. 
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The  Central  North  Carolina  Public  Library  is  on  a  state 
interloan  system  which  permits  the  Mebane  branch  to  borrow  any 
book  it  needs  from  any  other  library  in  the  state^   It  is  also 
on  a  film  loan  system. 

Bookmobile  service  is  in  the  Mebane  area.   This  service  is 
handled  by  the  County  Library  Main  Branch  and  has  no  direct 
connection  with  the  Mebane  Public  Library,   The  existing  book- 
mobile service  is  adequate  and  no  need  is  seen  for  the  Mebane 
branch  having  to  establish  its  own  bookmobile  during  the  planning 
period. 

Operating  expenses  and  other  sources  of  revenue  come  from 
local,  state,  and  county  funds.   The  Town  of  Mebane  pays  for 
building  upkeep,  electricity,  heat,  and  water. 

The  service  area  for  the  Mebane  Public  Library  extends  from 
Prospect  Hill  to  the  north,  Efland  to  the  east,  Alexander  Wilson 
School  to  the  south,  and  Haw  River  to  the  west.   Within  this  area 
are  approximately  six  thousand  borrowers. 

Re  commend a  t  ions 

(1)  Since  the  Mebane  Public  Library  is  ideally  located, 

convenient  to  the  downtown  area,  and  entertains  nearby 
parking,  it  is  recommended  that  improvements  be  made 
to  the  existing  building  to  more  fully  enjoy  the  use 
of  these  advantages.   This  would  require  enlarging  the 
building  at  the  rear  and  improving  the  inside  shelf 
space  to  alleviate  the  cramped  atmosphere. 
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OTHER  FACILITIES 


^ 


MEDICAL  AND  HEALTH 


Although  there  are  no  hospitals  in  the  Mebane  Planning  Area, 
the  two  such  facilities  in  nearby  Burlington  serve  the  entire 
Alamance  County  area. 

Alamance  County  Hospital  was  built  through  bond  funds,  where- 
as. Memorial  Hospital  of  Alamance  County  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
old  General  Hospital  at  Burlington,   These  two  facilities  provide 
a  total  of  260  beds. 

Since  Mebane  is  located  in  such  close  proximity  to 
Burlington  and  its  residents  have  access  to  not  only  those 
facilities  of  Alamance  County  but  also  those  of  nearby  Duke  and 
North  Carolina  Memorial  Hospitals,  it  is  felt  that  existing 
hospital  services  are  adequate. 

There  is  a  private  medical  clinic  in  Mebane  which  has  office 
hours  of  nine  to  five  o'clock  on  Mondays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays 
and  from  nine  until  twelve  noon  on  Saturdays.   Additional  hours 
are  from  7:30  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m.,  Monday  through  Saturday.   This 
concern,  with  its  ten  bed  capacity,  is  capable  of  handling  the 
majority  of  Mebane's  primary  medical  needs. 

Mebane  is  fortunate  to  have  living  within  its  town  four 
local  physicians  and  two  practicing  local  dentists. 
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CEMETERIES 


The  town  owns  and  maintains  an  eight  acre  burial  ground  on 
East  South  Center  Street  which  is  known  as  the  Oakwood  Cemetery, 
This  municipal  facility  is,  at  present,  being  properly  maintained 
as  far  as  the  grounds  keeping;  however,  records  concerning  the 
sale  and  number  of  lots  are  not  readily  available. 

This  attractive  cemetery  is  used  by  both  residents  and  non- 
residents of  Mebane.   Individual  lots  sell  for  $50.00  to  people 
living  within  the  town  limits.   The  rate  for  non-residents  is 
$100.00.   With  such  fees  and  its  regular  portion  of  the 
Administrative  Budget,  the  town  is  able  to  maintain  the  grounds 
in  respectable  condition  while  also  providing  a  necessary  service 
to  its  citizens. 

Approximately  twenty-five  percent  of  the  lots  remain  unsold. 
The  town  anticipated  a  space  shortage  and  recently  purchased 
several  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  cemetery.   This  additional 
area  should  provide  adequate  space  through  the  twenty-year  planning 
period. 

The  majority  of  nonwhites  in  the  community  are  interred  in 
various  church  yards  outside  of  town. 

Recommendat  ions 

(1)  It  is  recommended  that  a  detailed  system  of  records  be 
kept  to  determine  the  exact  number  of  sold  and  unsold 
lots  in  the  cemetery.   Such  action  would  aid  the  town 
in  determining  the  adequacy  of  remaining  space  at  all 
times  . 

(2)  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  town  continue  its 
present  policy  of  perpetual  maintenance  -  the  agreement 
upon  the  sale  of  a  lot  to  adequately  care  for  that  lot 
indefinitely. 
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RECREATION 


There  are  several  generally  accepted  standards  outlined  by 
the  North  Carolina  Recreation  Commission  for  municipalities  of 
Mebane's  size  to  formulate  into  a  workable  recreation  program. 
A  useful  set  of  standards  for  Mebane  to  pursue  might  be  as 
f o 1  lows : 

(a)  The  program  should  serve  age  groups  of  both 
sexes,  all  races  and  income  groups; 

(b)  The  program  should  be  conducted  through  the 
year  at  indoor  and  outdoor  centers,  serving 
all  areas  within  and  immediately  outside  of 
the  town  limits ; 

(c)  Parks  or  other  recreational  facilities  should 
be  conveniently  located  and  easily  accessible; 

(d)  All  sections  of  park  properties  should  have  a 
definite  function  and  contribute  to  the  over- 
all utility  and  beauty  of  the  facilities; 

(e)  It  should  be  possible  to  engage  in  varied 
forms  of  recreation  at  different  hours  and 
during  different  seasons; 

(f)  Adequate  space  must  be  provided  for  playing 
fields,  force  of  emcumbr ance s ,  obstacles  and 
similar  barriers  to  free  movement; 

(g)  It  ought  to  be  easy  for  persons  who  come  to 
the  recreation  area  to  engage  in  or  to  watch 
over  activities,  depending  upon  their  indivi- 
dual preferences; 

(h)  Long  range  plans  for  park  acquisitions  and 

changes  should  be  in  existance»   These  would 
serve  as  a  guide  for  local  authorities  con- 
cerned with  coordinating  related  facilities; 

(i)  Planning  for  future  recreational  facilities 
should  consider  present  school  sites  and. 
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when  possible,  should  seek  to  acquire  property 
adjacent  to  these  sites- 

With  respect  to  the  above  standards,  Mebane  is  sorely  lacking 
in  recreational  provisions  to  its  citizenso   There  are  only  nine 
acres  of  recreational  land  within  the  corporate  limits c   Of  these 
nine  acres,  only  a  little  over  half  is  public  land..   The  remainder 
is  devoted  to  a  private  swimming  club  for  members  only.   There  is 
only  one  municipally  owned  recreational  area  in  the  fringe  and  its 
location  is  beyond  walking  distance  to  the  majority  of  those  living 
in  town.   Although  the  scenic  Lake  Michael  Park  is  seldom  used, 
except  for  occasional  fishing  and  boating,  it  has  excellent  poten- 
tial to  be  more  thoroughly  developed  into  one  of  the  finest  park 
areas  in  either  Orange  or  Alamance  Counties. 

The  standards  set  forth  by  the  National  Recreational 
Association  suggest  approximately  one  acre  of  recreational  space 
of  all  types  (playgrounds,  play  fields,  etc,)  per  one  hundred 
people.   Applied  to  Mebane,  these  standards  would  indicate  a  need 
for  23.6  acres  for  the  town's  1960  population.   Existing  land  use 
totals  for  the  entire  planning  area  indicate  217  acres  of 
residential  land=   This  acreage  is  comprised  largely  of  the  lake 
and  Arrowhead  Golf  Course^.   The  public  land  consists  of  two  ball 
fields  and  about  one  acre  of  developed  land  at  the  lake. 

A  local  school  teacher  is  employed  during  the  summer  months 
to  help  direct  and  administer  a  part-time  recreational  program. 
An  inadequate  amount  of  money  is  allocated  to  the  financing  of 
this  schedule.   Even  though  this  program  lea\'es  a  lot  to  be 
desired,  it  is  the  only  form  of  organized  recreational  service 
provided  to  the  area. 

Recommendations 

(1)  It  is  recommended  that  the  town  purchase  additional 

land  within  the  corporate  limits  for  recreational  sites. 
All  the  residents  of  a  town  should  be  provided  with 
recreational  facilities  that  are  close  at  hand. 
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(2)  Plans  should  be  formulated  for  a  year  round  recreational 
program  to  later  be  administered  by  a  full-time  director. 

(3)  A  community  center  should  be  constructed  for  indoor 
programs  and  to  house  administrative  offices  for  a  future 
recreation  department. 

(4)  A  vacant  building  should  be  purchased  or  leased  as  use 
for  a  teen  center.   The  teenagers  in  Mebane  need  a  place 
where  supervised  recreation  can  be  attended. 

(5)  It  is  recommended  that  the  town  use  the  following  schedule 
as  a  guideline  to  develop  its  recreational  facilities 
during  the  twenty-year  planning  period.   While  econo- 
mically impractical  for  the  town  to  purchase  all  the 

land  or  construct  all  the  needs  of  its  recreational 
program  at  one  time,  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
facilities  will  be  acquired  "a  piece  at  a  time"  until 
the  overall  program  has  been  completed. 
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PUBLIC  RECREATIONAL  FACILITY  NEEDS  FOR  MEBANE 


Name  o  f 
Facility 


Play  lots 

(for  age  s  2- 6  ) 


Major  Functions 
and  Facilities 

Simple  and  safe 
apparatus 
(swings,  slide, 
j  ung  le  jim,  play 
house  ,  wad  i  ng 
pool),  benches, 
hard  and  soft 
surfaces  . 


Re  c  omme  n 

ded 

Re  c  omme  nded 

Size 

Location 

25-100  s 

q  • 

1  . 

West  End  -area 

f t  .  per 

of  Mebane 

child  on 

near  school 

the  lo t  . 

but  south  of 
Holt  S  tree t  . 

2. 

Webb  Street 
area. 

3  . 

Near  the 
Brown  and  9th 
Street  inter- 
section. 

4. 

E.  M.  Yoder 
School  area. 

Playgrounds 
(for  ages  5- 


Playlot,  appa- 
15)   ratus  area  for 
older  children, 
open  space  for 
informal  g  ames  , 
paved  area  for 
court  games 
(  s  o  f  t  b  a  1  1  , 
touch  football), 
spray  pool, 
shaded  area  for 
story  telling, 
crafts  ana  otlior 
quiet  play, 
shelter. 


1  acre  per 
800  popula- 
tion 


Al  1  four 
sections  of 
Mebane  with 
the  railroad 
and  5th 
Street  being 
the  dividing 
lines  . 


C  omm  un  i  t  V 
Recreation 

Center 

(for  all  ages) 


Social,  game  , 
reading,  and 
club  r  o  oms  , 
craft  shop, 
kitchen, 
assembly  hall, 
and  recreation 
administrative 
offices  . 


1  acre  per 
800  popula- 
tion. 


Central  loca- 
tion that 
would  be  with- 
in equal 
distance  to 
."  h  t  r,i  r.  i  o  r  i  r  v 
o  i'  the  ,H  r  ti .-:  '  £ 
population. 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS  PROGRAM 


INTRODUCTION 


The  Public  Improvements  Program  is  a  comprehensive  listing 
of  public  improvements  that  are  contemplated  for  a  twenty-year 
period  (1967-1987).   Specifically,  it  is  defined  as  follows: 

"A  program  which  identifies  and  lists  public  improve- 
ments, existing  and  projected  requirements  based  on 
other  plan  items.   It  establishes  a  priority  schedule 
with  appropriate  justification,  after  taking  into 
consideration  relative  urgency  of  public  need.   The 
Public  Improvements  Program  provides  the  groundwork 
for  the  community's  capital  budget.  "_1/ 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  program  to  illustrate  a  clear 
understanding  of  service  requirements  for  citizens  of  Mebane,  and 
the  possible  means  of  financing  such  services.   By  this,  town 
officials  and  interested  citizens  will  be  better  prepared  to  make 
those  decisions  necessary  to  achieve  the  desired  goals  with  the 
least  possible  expense. 

A  clear  understanding  of  long-range  needs  for  public 
improvements  provides  a  significant  method  of  achieving  greater 
service  with  economy.   A  comprehensive  listing  of  future  expenses 
thereby  becomes  particularly  important  to  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  future  financial  position  of  Mebane.   It  is  equally 
important  to  the  necessary  services  that  must  be  furnished  in 
order  that  a  stable  growth  pattern  be  maintained. 


Method  of  Scheduling  Improvements 

This  report  combines  the  recommendations  of  all  prior 
planning  and  supporting  studies  undertaken  by  the  Town  of  Mebane. 
A  priority  schedule  designed  to  meet  the  anticipated  needs  of  the 
community  as  they  arise  was  established  and  justified. 


—  Answers  on  Comprehensive  Community  Planning,  Housing  and  Home 
Finance  Agency,  Program  Guide  #2. 
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Some  of  the  needs  that  have  to  be  provided  by  the  community 
occur  at  different  intervals  -  annually,  every  other  year,  and 
every  several  years.   In  this  report,  the  priorities  are 
scheduled  on  a  yearly  basis  for  the  first  five  years  (to  1972). 
The  remaining  fifteen  years  (to  1987)  will  be  listed  in  three 
five-year  stages  to  complete  the  twenty  year  planning  period. 
These  priorities  will  be  listed  under  the  appropriate  department 
along  with  its  justification. 


Implementation  of  the  Plan 

Periodical  review  and  updating  of  this  program  should  be 
made  every  few  years.   The  schedule  on  the  following  pages  should 
be  regarded  as  a  general  guide  and,  therefore,  viewed  as  being 
flexible.   A  rigid  scheduling  is  impractical  due  to  changing 
economic  conditions.   Reexamining  and  annual  updating  can  save 
considerable  fiscal  difficulties  owing  to  these  changing  con- 
ditions and  unexpected  needs. 

Current  town  revenues  are  most  commonly  used  to  finance 
the  proposed  improvements.   This  is  usually  considered  the  best 
way  to  finance  an  improvement  because  it  is  less  costly  and, 
therefore,  more  acceptable  to  the  public.   However,  when  current 
revenues  are  low  and  the  cost  of  an  improvement  is  high,  a  bond 
issue  is  usually  recommended. 


Recent  Fiscal  History 

The  1966-67  Mebane  budget  of  $261,129,11  is  somewhat 
higher  than  that  of  the  $243,710.40  for  fiscal  year  1965-66, 
summary  of  the  1966-67  budget  is  as  follows: 


Admi  nistrative 

Police 

Fire 


$54, 596.95 
$24,870.00 
$11,612.00 
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Streets 

Water 

Bonds  and  Interest 

Cont  ingency 


$86,312.00 
$46,377.00 
$33  ,585.00 
$  2,776.19 


Estimated  cash  and  income  for  fiscal  year  1966-67  is  pegged 
at  $261,129.11  of  which  $112,000.00  is  expected  to  come  from  ad 
valorem  taxes.   Another  large  income  item  is  $58,000.00  estimated 
from  water  revenues. 

The  1966-67  budget  establishes  a  tax  rate  of  $1,68  per 
$100.00  of  assessed  value.   The  right  to  raise  and  lower  this  tax 
ratio  is  held  by  the  municipal  government.   The  current  tax  rate 
is  two  cents  off  the  1965-66  rate  of  $1.70.   The  lower  rate  is 
due  to  increased  collections  and  a  carry-over  of  $13,000.00  from 
last  year's  budget. 

The  budget  and  tax  rate  for  1966-67  was  calculated  on  the 
basis  of  an  estimated  property  valuation  of  $7,250,000.00. 
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TENTATIVE  PROJECT  SCHEDULE 


Fiscal  Year  1967-196! 


De  par  tmen t 


Justification 


Fire  Depar  tme  n t 

Replace  1936  Ford 

Ame r i can- Fr an c e  Pumper 

(500  GPM)  . 


Pumpers  are  generally  considered 
to  have  a  useful  life  of  20 
years  . 


Construct  addition  to 
fire  station. 


To  meet  the  accepted  standard 
of  one  bay  per  fire  vehicle= 


Police  Department 

Replace  the  chief's  1964 
Ford  police  car. 

Purchase  a  portable 
communications  system 
(walkie-talkie). 


It  is  generally  considered 
desirable  to  replace  police 
vehicles  every  1  to  2  years. 

Necessary  to  town  patrol  and 
directing  traffic.   Would  put 
user  in  instant  contact  with 
the  station. 


Wa  t er  Sy s  tem 

Map  existing  water  lines 
and  hydrants. 


Vital  to  the  continuing  process 
of  providing  adequate  water 
service  . 


2.   Replace  3"  line  that 

extends  from  town  limit 
at  South  5th  Street  and 
runs  along  N.  C.  Highway 
119. 


Lines  less  than  6"  do  not 
supply  an  adequate  volume  of 
water  for  the  number  of  people 
living  in  this  area. 


Purchase  site  for  new 
elevated  water  tower. 


First  step  in  a  program  to 
increase  water  pressure. 


Sanitary  Sewerage 

Map  all  existing  and 
proposed  sewers. 


Vital  to  the  continuing  process 
of  providing  adequate  sewerage 
service. 
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Fiscal  Year  1967-1968  (Continued) 


D  e  par  tmen  t 


Jus  tification 


2.   Purchase  land  for  a  new 
sewage  treatment  plant. 


Existing  treatment  plant  is 
inadequate  to  handle  expected 
domestic  and  industrial  sewage, 


3.  Extend  sewage  lines  to 
the  Oakwood ,  Lane,  and 
Webb  Street  areas. 


To  eliminate  the  remaining  pit- 
privies  and  septic  tanks. 


S  torm  Sewer  age 

Purchase  topographical 
maps  of  the  Mebane  area. 


Such  maps  will  save  the  town 

thousands  of  dollars  in  planning 

and  installing  sewerage  lines 
and  facilities. 


Refuse  Collection 

Increase  frequency  of 
pick-up  to  industrial 
and  commercial  areas  and 
employ  more  full-time 
personnel  to  collect 
refuse  . 


Will  prevent  accumulation  of 
combustional  material  and  will 
meet  the  demand  in  increased 
pick-up  frequency. 


Refuse  Disposal 

1.   Bury  existing  mounds  of 
refuse  . 


To  prevent  further  disease 
breeding  conditions  and 
eliminate  obnoxious  odors  and 
smoke . 


2.   Erect  fence  around  dump 
ar  ea  • 


To  prevent  unauthorized 
persons  from  entering  premises 


Library 

Provide  more  shelving 
space  . 

Make  necessary  repairs 
and  improvements  to  the 
outside  of  building  - 
paint,  seal  cracks,  etc. 


To  alleviate  cramped  conditions. 


Such  a  building  is  an  asset  to 
Mebane  and  should  be  preserved. 
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Fiscal  Year  1967-1968  (Continued) 


Department 

Schoo  Is 

1.   Make  a  detailed  study  for 
a  school  in  the  eastern 
Mebane  areac 


Jus  tification 


Necessary  to  formulate  a  general 
plan  for  education  in  the  area. 


2.   Construct  driveway  loop 
at  South  Mebane  Schools 


To  eliminate  traffic  congestion. 


(Schools  in  the  Mebane  area  are  considered  a  county  responsibility, 
but  the  town  should  encourage  the  county  to  move  forward*) 


Recreation 

Make  necessary  improve- 
ments to  the  Lake  Michael 
and  West  Holt  Street 
recreational  sites. 


To  prevent  any  blight  to  them, 


Streets 

Begin  paving  unpaved 
streets  in  town  -  South 
Seventh,  Webb,  Hawfield 
Road,  Vickers,  Forrest, 
Tenth,  and  Eleventh 
Streets^ 

Replace  old  street  name 
s  ig  ns  o 


This  action  is  justified  by  the 
number  of  persons  that  reside 
in  those  areas= 


Many  markers  need  replacement, 


Fiscal  Year  1968-1969 


De  par  tme  nt 

Fire 

1.   Set  fees  for  out -of  town 
calls. 


Justification 


For  increase  of  town  revenue 
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Fiscal  Year  1968-1969  (Continued) 


Depar  tment 

Po 1  ice 

1,   Purchase  new  cruiser< 


Justification 


Force  needs  additional  car 
other  than  the  chief 'So 


Hire  an  additional 
po 1  iceman . 

Finance  way  for  new 
recruits  to  attend 
special  schools  connected 
with  law  enforcement, 
especially  those  offered 
by  the  Institute  of 
Government  at  Chapel  Hill, 
North  Carolina. 


To  meet  people  per  policeman 
s  tandar d  „ 

To  provide  for  best  qualified 
police  officers. 


Acquire  more  parking  area 
on  South  4th  Street 
adjacent  to  the  police 
station. 


For  two  police  vehicles  and 
visitors. 


Wa  t  er 

1.   Connect  dead-end  lines  in 
the  Grumpier  and  Forest 
Lake  Subdivision. 


Improve  water  circulation  in 
that  area. 


2.  Construct  larger  elevated 
storage  tank . 

3.  Replace  IV  line  that 
extends  east  on  South 
Center  Street. 


To  improve  water  pressure 


Lines  less  than  6"  do  not 
supply  an  adequate  volume  of 
wa  t er  s  ervice . 


Sanitary  Sewerage 

1.   Extend  lines  to  the 
Brown  Street  area. 


The  number  of  residents  in 
that  area  justifies  such 
action. 


Construct  sewage  pump 
station  for  the  south- 
eastern section  of  town, 


To  transfer  sewage  to  gravity 
flow  sy s  t em , 
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Fiscal  Year  1968-1969  (Continued) 


Depar  tmen t 

Refuse  Collection 

1.   Purchase  another  closed 
body  presser  truck. 


Jus  t  i  f  ica t  ion 


To  meet  the  demand  in  increased 
pick-up  frequency  to  industrial 
and  CO  mm  ercial  areas. 


Refuse  Disposal 

1.   Convert  open  dump  into 
sanitary  landfill. 


Level  area  where  pre- 
vious mounds  of  refuse 
were  buried  and  plant 
grass. 


This  type  of  refuse  disposal 
would  eliminate  breeding  places 
for  flies  and  rodents  and 
remove  fire  hazards. 

In  order  to  once  again  make  it 
usable  land  and  to  beautify 
the  area  . 


Library 

1.   Inventory  existing  supply 
of  books  and  acquire 
necessary  additions. 


For  a  more  complete  and  up-to- 
date  library. 


Schools 

1.   Widen  Holt  Street  in 
of  Wes  t  End  Schoo  1  . 


front 


For  children's  safety. 


2.   Obtain  more  space  for  To  alleviate  cramped  quarters, 

physical  education 
facilities,  dressing 
room  space  at  Eastern 
High  School. 

(Mebane's  schools  are  considered  a  county  responsibility,  but  the 
town  should  encourage  the  county  to  move  forward.) 


Recreation 

1.   Start  Recreational  Land 
Purchase  Program  to 
acquire  additional  area 
for  parks  and  play- 
grounds . 


Necessary  to  acquire  much 
needed  space  for  recreational 
facilities  . 
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Fiscal  Year  1968-1969  (Continued) 


Depar  tmen t 

2.   Purchase  necessary  equip- 
ment, such  as  swings, 
sporting  equipment,  see- 
s  aws ,  etc. 


Jus  tification 

Necessary  items  that  are 
needed  for  an  adequate 
recreational  program. 


Streets 

1.   Replace  trucks  or  other 

vehicles  over  7  years  old, 


2.   Continue  paving  and 

improvements  to  unpaved 
streets  in  town , 


It  is  generally  considered  that 
after  5-7  years  the  service 
life  of  such  vehicles  has 
expired. 

Establishment  of  policy.  Such 
improvements  will  be  an  annual 
and  recurring  nature. 


Genera  1 

1.   Start  downtown  palnt-up 
and  clean-up  program. 


To  eliminate  unsightly  and 
unsafe  conditions  and  to 
beautify  the  town. 


Fiscal  Year  1969-1970 


Depar  tme  n  t 

Fire 

1.  Purchase  additional  fire 
hose,  ladders,  clothing, 
etc. 


Justification 


To  update  fire  department, 


2.   Hire  full  time  chief, 


Will  increase  insurance  rating. 


Police 
1.   Replace  chief's  car, 


Necessary  every  two  years. 
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Fiscal  Year  1969-1970  (Continued) 


De par  tmen  t 

2.   Purchase  necessary 
equ  ipment  i  i ,e ,  , 
weapons,  fundamental 
books  dealing  with 
police  work,  additional 
walkie-talkie,  etc. 


Jus  tification 

Vital  to  adequate  police 
protections 


Wa  t  e  r 

1.   Extend  lines  to  the 

West  End  area  especially 
on  SR  1972  ,  SR  1975,  SR 
1973  ,  and  Giles  Street. 


This  section  of  the  Mebane 
area  is  densely  settled  and 
the  danger  of  disease  spread 
from  a  contaminated  ground 
water  supply  is  great. 


Sanitary  Sewerage 

1.   Construct  new  treatment 
plant. 


Old  plant  is  inadequate. 


S  torm  S  ewer  age 

Install  paved  guttering 
in  conjunction  with  any 
new  street  paving. 


To  insure  proper  surface 
water  runoff.   (Such  action 
may  be  required  of  sub- 
developers  to  install  at  their 
own  expense  by  subsequent 
subdivision  regulations.) 


Refuse  Collection 

1.   Replace  old  equipment; 
i.e.,  collection  con- 
tainers, uniforms  for 
per s  onne 1 ,  etc. 


Necessary  in  maintaining  an 
up-to-date  collection  depart- 
ment.  Such  action  should 
occur  on  an  annual  basis. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Purchase  crawler  type 
tractor  for  new  sanitary 
landfill. 


Necessary  item  in  operation  of 
a  sanitary  landfill. 
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Fiscal  Year  1969-1970  (Continued) 


Depar  tmen t 
Streets 


1 


Ins tal  1 
parking 
Centra  1 
District 


o  n- street 
me  t e  r s  In 
Business 


the 


Jus  tlficatlon 


Meters  would  bring  additional 
revenue  to  the  town  as  well  as 
discourage  non-shoppers  from 
parking  on  the  street.   This 
would  result  in  more  parking 
places  being  available  to  the 
shopping  publico 


Schools 

Acquire  additional  play- 
ground area  for  Mebane 
Public  School. 


Existing  playground  facilities 
will  not  adequately  accommodate 
the  student  body. 


Recr e  at  ion 

Purchase  or  rent  an  empty 
building  as  use  for  teen 
center. 


Employ  person(s)  to 
Implement  and  supervise 
a  year  round  recreational 
program . 


Most  economical  means  of 
providing  a  place  for  super- 
vised and  teenage  activities. 
Enjoyable  and  supervised 
recreation  should  be  provided 
the  young  by  their  town. 

A  town  should  provide  its 
citizens  a  source  for  leisure 
t Ime  activities  . 


General 

Acquire  more  land  for 
town  garage  . 


Alleviate  cramped  space  that 
i  s  now  ex  is  1 1  ng  . 
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Fiscal  Year  1970-1971 


De par  tme n t: 


Fire 


1.   Replace  1950  Ford-Oren 
Pumper  (500  GPM). 


2.   Purchase  car  for  fire 
chief. 


Jus  tification 


Pumpers  are  generally  con- 
sidered to  have  a  twenty-year 
life  span. 

Necessary  to  his  work. 


Replace  old  equipment, 
such  as  hose,  clothing, 
air  packs,  etc. 


To  update  department 


Police 
1.   Replace  cruiser, 


Acquire  additional  room 
for  filing  and  interro- 
gation from  either  with- 
in the  Town  Hall  or  from 
adjacent'  property. 


Considered  desirable  to  replace 
police  vehicles  every  two  years, 

Alleviate  crowded  conditions 
that  presently  exist. 


Wa  t  e  r 

Extend  lines  into  fringe 
area  between  U.  S.  70A 
and  loop  road  in  the 
Lebanon  Road  area. 


To  provide  adequate  water 
service  for  the  large  number 
of  persons  living  in  that  area. 


Sanitary  Sewerage 

Extend  lines  into  the 
West  End  area,  especially 
on  SR  1972,  SR  1975,  SR 
1973,  and  Giles  Street. 


To  provide  a  more  desirable 
means  of  sewage  disposal  than 
pit-privies  and  septic  tanks. 


Refuse  Collection 

Hire  more  full  time 
pe  r s  onne  1  . 


To  expand  pick-up  service  to 
residential,  commercial  and 
industrial  areas. 
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Fiscal  Year  1970-  1 9  71  (Continue d ) 


Pep  ar  tme  n t 

Refuse  Disposal 

1,   Pave  road  from  Holt 
Street  Extension  to 
sanitary  landfill 
(SR  1973). 


Justification 


For  better  ingress 
to  this  facility. 


and  egress 


Schoo  Is 

Purchase  land  for  new 
school  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Mebane  area, 


There  is  a  growing  need  for  an 
elementary  school  in  this  areac 
At  present  all  schools  are 
located  on  the  western  side  of 
Mebane  presenting  a  greater 
distance  for  students  on  the 
eastern  side  of  town  to  travel 
than  is  normally  desired. 


2.   Improve  school  play- 
grounds by  constructing 
more  recreational 
facilities;  i.e.,  ball 
fields,  swings,  etc. 


To  give  students  a  greater 
variety  of  recreational 
activities  . 


Recreation 

Build  tot  lots  in  existing 
recreational  areas. 


Areas  should  be  provided  for 
smaller  children's  recreation, 


Purchase  additional  land 
adjacent  to  school  play- 
grounds for  expansion  of 
recreational  and  play 
areas  . 


Recreational  land  should 
be  bought  because  there  is 
not  enough  organized  play 
space  in  Mebane.   School 
facilities  could  be  used  in 
the  Municipal  Recreational 
Program . 


Ceme  ter y 

1.   Continue  beau t i f ica t i on 

program  to  promote  a  more 
attractive  cemetery. 


A  town  is  obligated  to  main- 
tain a  municipal  owned 
cemetery  for  perpetuity. 
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Fiscal  Year  1970-1971  (Continued) 


Department 

Streets 

1.   Continue  street  paving 

program  and  make  improve- 
ments where  needed. 


Justification 


Part  of  a  continuing  element 
in  the  Mebane  street  system. 
Such  action  should  occur  on  an 
annua  1  basis. 


General 

1.   Obtain  engineering  study 
of  water  and  sewerage 
s  ys  tems  to  see  if 
additions  or  repairs 
are  needed. 


A  periodic  check  should  be 
made  to  insure  that  at  least 
adequate  service  is  provided 
to  all. 


Fiscal  Year  1971-1972 


Department 

Fire 

1.   Hire  additional  full- 
t  ime  f  i  reman  as 
assistant  to  the  chief. 


Justification 


Will  enable  the  department  to 
have  a  fireman  on  duty  24 
hours  a  day,  and  thus  provide 
the  town  with  better  fire 
protection. 


Police 

1.  Replace  chief's  car, 

2.  Purchase  any  needed 
e  qu  ipmen t ;  i.e., 
additional  weapons, 
filing  cabinets,  etc 


Necessary  every  two  years. 

To  maintain  a  modern  police 
department , 


Water 

Extend  line  south  on 
South  Eight  Street  at 
the  Jackson  Street 
intersection. 


The  number  of  people  living  in 
that  area  warrants  such  action, 
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Fiscal  Year  1971-1972  (Continued) 


Depar  tmen t 


Justification 


Sanitary  Sewerage 

Extend  line  south  on 
South  Fifth  Street 
(Highway  119). 


To  provide  adequate  sewerage 
service  for  the  large  number  of 
people  living  in  that  area. 


S  t orm  Sewerage 

Make  necessary  repairs 
and  periodical  checks 
of  the  system  to  assure 
that  all  lines  are 
functioning  properly  and 
are  free  of  debris. 


Part  of  the  continuing  process 
of  supplying  adequate  sewerage 
service  to  the  residents  of 
Meb  ane  . 


Refuse  Collection 

1.   Replace  old  equipment, 
such  as  out-of-date 
vehicles,  collection 
cans,  uniforms,  etc. 


To  maintain  a  modern  and  up- 
dated service.   Such  action 
should  occur  on  an  annual 
basis  . 


Recreation 

1.   Hire  full  time,  trained 
instructor  to  head  the 
recreation  program. 


To  implement  recreation  program 
and  to  provide  for  its  adequate 
administration. 


2.   Purchase  land  for  a 
community  center. 


To  office  personnel  and  provide 
an  indoors  recreational  area 
for  the  near  future. 


Municipal  Building 

Renovate  and  repair;  i.e. 
paint  interior,  purchase 
new  or  additional  furni- 
ture, etc. 


Such  a  building  is  an  asset  to 
Mebane  and  should  always  be 
maintained  in  a  good  state  of 
repair. 
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Fiscal  Year  1971-1972  (Continued) 


De  par  tmen t 


Justification 


Streets 

1.   Acquire  off-street 

parking  areas  in  the 
Central  Business 
District. 


This  would  result  in  more 
parking  places  for  commercial 
shoppers.   The  off-street 
parking  lots  would  alleviate 
any  serious  deficiency  in  on- 
street  parking  in  Mebane's 
Central  Business  District. 


2.   Repair  and  repaint 
street  name  signs. 


The  signs  will  need  repainting. 
Well  maintained  and  freshly 
painted  signs  will  make  a  town 
more  attractive. 


General 

Continue  paint  and  clean- 
up program  in  the  downtown 
area. 


To  beautify  Mebane 
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FISCAL  YEARS  1972-1987 


The  following  improvements  are  listed  in  three,  five-year 
groups  (1972-1977;  1977-1982;  1982-1987)  without  priority 
recommendations.   This  was  necessary  because  of  the  uncertainty 
of  growth  estimates,  revenue  sources,  population  and  economic 
trends  as  well  as  construction  and  material  costs.   There  are, 
however,  several  improvements  and  equipment  replacements  that 
are  obviously  of  an  annual  or  recurring  nature  and  should  be 
programmed  as  such.   Also,  there  are  several  major  street  and 
water  improvements  that  should  be  scheduled  within  the  remaining 
fifteen-year  period  but  which  cannot  be  pinned  down  to  any  par- 
ticular fiscal  year.   Regardless  of  the  uncertainty  involved,  it 
is  useful  to  list  anticipated  improvements  in  advance  of  actual 
capital  budgeting  in  order  to  grasp  the  overall  pattern  of  the 
improvements  program. 
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Fiscal  Years  1972-1977 


Replace  the  fire  chief's 
car  every  two  years^ 


Improve  the  fire  alarm 
system  by  installing 
fire  alarm  boxes  at 
key  points  in  the  town. 

Replace  the  police  chief's 
car  and  the  police 
cruiser  every  two  years. 

Hire  additional  police 
officer  per  increase  of 
500  population. 

Purchase  land  for  a 
police  target  range. 


It  is  generally  considered 
desirable  to  replace  such 
vehicles  every  two  yearso 

This  action  will  provide  the 
town  with  better  fire  pro- 
tectiono 


It  is  considered  desirable  to 
replace  such  vehicles  every  two 
years  o 

To  meet  the  people  per  police- 
man standard. 


This  is  usually  considered  a 
necessary  facility  of  a  police 
force  , 


Replace  all  undersized 
water  lines  in  the 
Grumpier  and  Forest  Lake 
area  with  no  less  than 
6"  lines. 


Water  lines  less  than  6''  in 
diameter  do  not  provide  an 
adequate  volume  of  water  for 
the  number  of  people  living 
in  that  area. 


Make  periodic  study  of 
the  water  svstem. 


To  determine  its  adequacy, 


Extend  sanitary  sewerage 
to  the  South  8th  Street 
ar ea  . 


Number  of  people  living  in  that 
area  need  adequate  sewerage 
service  . 


Conduct  periodic  review 
of  storm  sewerage  system 
and  expand  system  if 
needed. 


To  insure  proper  drain-off  of 
s  t o  rm  wa  t  e  r  o 


10.  Purchase  new  bulldozer 
for  sanitary  landfill. 

11.  Continue  a  recreational 
land  purchase  program  so 
as  to  have  recreational 
sites  in  the  four 
geographical  sections  of 
the  town . 


To  replace  the  old  oneo 


To  acquire  and  provide  more 
recreational  area  for  Mebane's 
increasing  population. 


-65 


Fiscal  Years  1972-1977  (Continued) 


12.   Build  a  community  center, 


See:   Recreation,  Item  2, 
1971-1972. 


13.   Replace  street  sweeper, 


14.   Continue  a  downtown  paint- 
up  and  clean-up  program. 


Such  items  have  only  a  useful 
period  of  ten  years. 

For  the  be au t i f i ca t i on  of 
Mebane's  Central  Business 
District. 


Fiscal  Years  1977-1982 


Replace  fire  chief's  car 
every  two  years. 


It  is  considered  desirable  to 
replace  such  vehicles  every  two 
years  . 


2.  Hire  extra  full-time 
personnel  for  the  fire 
depar  tment . 

3.  Replace  the  police 
chief's  car  and  the 
police  cruiser  every 
two  years  . 


To  supplement  the  existing 
full-time  force  and  to  increase 
insurance  rating. 

It  is  considered  desirable  to 
replace  such  vehicles  every 
two  years  . 


Replace  any  existing 
water  lines  in  the 
system  that  are  less 
than  6"  in  diameter. 


Lines  less  than  6"  do  not 
supply  an  adequate  volume  of 
water  . 


5,   Extend  sanitary  sewerage 
service  in  the  Forest 
Lake  and  Grumpier  areas. 


The  large  number  of  people 
living  in  these  areas  need 
adequate  municipal  sewerage 
service . 


7, 


Purchase  a  new  crawler 
type  tractor  for  the 
sanitary  landfill. 


Purchase  land  behind 
the  library  for  off- 
street  parking  lot  to 
accommodate  library 
patrons . 


This  item  is  a  necessary 
facility  to  a  sanitary 
landfill  and  its  adequate 
operation. 

To  provide  more  on-street 
parking  space  for  downtown 
s  hoppers  , 
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Fiscal  Years  1977-1982  (Continued) 


8.   Construct  a  new  elementary     To  accommodate  the  growing 
school  in  the  eastern  number  of  students  in  that 

part  of  the  Mebane  area,        area.   Their  attendance  at 

the  schools  on  the  western 
side  of  Mebane  is  beyond  the 
desired  travel  lengths 

(Schools  in  the  Mebane  area  are  considered  a  county  responsibility, 
but  the  town  should  encourage  the  county  to  move  forward.) 


Convert  the  original 
town  dump  land  to  a 
recreational  area  (that 
has  previously  been 
leveled  and  planted  in 
grass ) • 


To  provide  a  recreational  area 
for  the  large  number  of  persons 
living  in  the  West  End  area. 


10.   Purchase  land  adjacent  to 
Oakwood  Cemetery. 


For  future  cemetery  expansion, 


11.   Install  metered  off- 
street  parking  in  the 
Central  Business  District, 


For  a  means  of  obtaining 
additional  town  revenue. 


Fiscal  Years  1982-1987 


1.  Replace  fire  chief's 
car  every  two  years. 

2.  Purchase  a  modern 
aerial  fire  truck  with 
power-raised  ladders  to 
insure  more  adequate 
fire  protection. 

3.  Replace  1965  Barton- 
American  Pumper  (500 
GPM)  . 


It  is  generally  considered 
desirable  to  replace  such 
vehicles  every  two  years. 

Necessary  equipment  for  a 
modern  fire  fighting  force. 
Would  provide  greater  pro- 
tection for  buildings  of  two 
stories  or  more. 

Pumpers  are  generally  con- 
sidered to  have  a  twenty- year 
life  span. 


Replace  police  chief's 
car  and  police  cruiser 
every  two  years. 


It  is  desirable  to  replace 
such  vehicles  every  two  years 
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Fiscal  Years  1982-1987  (Continued) 


5.  Hire  additional  policeman 
per  every  500  person 
population  increase. 

6.  Purchase  three-wheel 
police  motor  scooter. 

7.  Connect  any  remaining 
dead-end  water  lines. 

8.  Extend  sanitary  sewerage 
to  all  areas  within  the 
corporate  limits. 

9.  Replace  or  repair  street 
name  signs  when  needed 
and  paint  street  light 
poles  . 

10.   Continue  program  of 
adjoining  recreation 
areas  to  school  play- 
ground facilities. 


11.   Replace  street  sweeper. 


To  supplement  existing  force 
and  to  Insure  adequate  police 
protection. 

For  town  patrol  and  parking 
meter  survey. 

To  provide  a  more  desirable 
water  circulation. 

For  the  town  to  provide  the 
best  possible  means  of  sewage 
disposal  to  its  residents. 

A  continuing  process  in  the 
Mebane  Beau t i f i ca t i on  Program. 


By  this  action,  the  physical 
facilities  of  school  play- 
grounds (swings,  ball  fields, 
etc.)  can  be  utilized  beyond 
school  hours. 

The  standard  life  of  this  item 
is  ten  years. 
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